Debate over war 


crimes gets heated 


Ukrainian, Jewish groups disagree 


over whom Canada should prosecute 


By KIRK MAKIN, The Globe and Mail, April 25, 2005 

Joseph Riwash’s partisan outfit wasted little time on Ukrainian villag- 
ers who were reluctant to join them in battle against Nazi occupying 
forces during the Second World War. 

Resisters were “shot then and there,” the Montreal man wrote in 1991 
in a privately published memoir. “Such was the justice practised among 
the partisans in those days.” 

Elsewhere in Ukraine, another Montreal man — Nahun Kohn — was 
fighting for much of the war with a partisan group who routinely killed 
anti-Soviet Ukrainians or those thought to have harmed Jewish civil- 
ians. 

In one such attack, “bullets were flying hot and thick, and one of our 
bullets set the hut on fire,’ Mr. Kohn wrote in a memoir. “We watched it 
burn, and we made sure that nobody escaped from the flames.” 

Mr. Kohn also described an incident in which the group captured a 
factory owner alleged to have worked many Jews to death. They buried 
him alive in a bunker, and then camped outside for 11 or 12 days to 
ensure he died a slow death. 

It was war, and partisans like Mr. Riwash and Mr. Kohn made no 
bones about it. They did what was necessary to help their Soviet Red 
Army commanders or secret-police advisers defeat the Nazis. 

But now, well into their 80s and suffering poor health, the two Jewish 
men have been caught up in a war of another kind, one that pits two of 
Canada’s biggest ethnic communities against each other. 

The Ukrainian Civil Liberties Association is demanding an investiga- 
tion into whether Mr. Riwash, Mr. Kohn and other Soviet collaborators 
lied about their wartime conduct to get into Canada. 

The group wants Canadian authorities to treat them the same way 
they’ve dealt with a long line of alleged Nazi collaborators — by asking 
the courts to strip them of their citizenship and deport them. Last fall, it 
sent a letter to the RCMP urging that Mr. Kohn, Mr. Riwash and two 
others be investigated for war crimes. 

But this has put the Ukrainian association on a collision course with 
the Canadian Jewish Congress, which views its campaign as tantamount 
to anti-Semitism. 

A guerrilla war between the Ukrainian and Jewish communities heated 
up in the mid-1980s, when each made strong representations to a war- 
crimes commission headed by Mr. Justice Jules Deschénes. Instead of 
deportation actions, the million-strong Ukrainian-Canadian community 
lobbied for full war-crimes prosecutions to take place in Canada under 
strict rules of evidence. 

Jewish groups — representing about 600,000 Canadians — were gen- 
erally in favour of domestic prosecutions, but willing to support a pro- 
cess that would see suspects stripped of their citizenship and deported. 

The denaturalization and depor- 
tation program began in 1994, af- 
ter the Supreme Court of Canada 
tuled that evidence of Second 
World War crimes was too weak to 
support criminal prosecutions in 
Canada. 

The government declared any- 
one belonging to a group appear- 
ing on a postwar exclusion list must 
have lied to immigration officials 
to gain entry. They would lose their 
citizenship, and be deported. Nazi 
collaborators, common criminals, 
Mafia members and Trotskyites 
were on the list. So were Commu- 
nists, and those who had operated 
on behalf of Russian police. 

Ottawa ultimately put a con- 
certed effort into 26 cases involv- 
ing suspected Nazi war criminals. 

But the federal war-crimes 
policy has angered some Eastern 
Europeans. They say it targeted 
members of their communities 
who, they argue, were conscripted 
into playing minor roles in the Nazi 
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Record-setting Champs 
Team Ukraine set new records at the Edmonton and District Soccer Association’s Mini World Cup 2005 contest 
by becoming the first team іп the Men’s Division to win back-to-back championships as well as their third 
championship in the 30-year history of the tournament. Pictured above, members of the victorious team: Back 
Row: L-R: Bill Myskiw, Troy Hartt, Jason Hubick, Connor Pilz, Sasha Simcisin, Ryan Myskiw, Mark Korthuis, 
John Hawreliak, Jason Hawreliak, Jamie Belous, Sean MacElwain, Kevin Myskiw, Jason Bougher. Front Row: 


L-R: Chris Pisasky, Andrew Yaremchuk, Andrew Kukurba, Randy Kozak, Scott Eschuk, Jeremy Iwashkiw, Jarin 
Myskiw, Sean Myskiw, Curtis Vox. For more see Page 20 of this issue. 


Крок до примирення 


(Майдан-ІНФОРМ)- -23 квітня в Києві 3a ініці- 
ативи Спілки офіцерів України в конференц-залі 
Центрального Будинку офіцерів України відбувся 
Круглий стіл "Примирення українських вояків- 
ветеранів Другої світової війни, які воювали в арміях 
різних держав - ключ до консолідації суспільства". 
В ньому взяли участь представники ветеранських 
організацій, політичних партій, державних, наукових 
установ та засобів масової інформації. 

З науковими доповідями виступили голова орг- 
комітету Круглого столу доктор історичних наук, 
професор Сергій Литвин, голова Всеукраїнського 
обєднання ветеранів, народний депутат України Ігор 
Юхновський, голова Комітету Верховної Ради з 
питань прав людини, нацменшин і національностей, 
народний депутат України Генадій Удовенко, 
представник Ради організацій ветеранів України 
Борислав Яцко, заступник Всеукраїнського брат- 
ства OYHi УПА im. генерал-хорунжого Романа Шу- 
хевича Орест Васкул, заступник голови Братства 
ветеранів 1-ї Української дивізії Української націо- 
нальної армії Володимир Малкаш, начальник Нау- 


кового центру Національної академії MBC України, 
доктор історичних наук, професор Анатолій Чай- 
ковський, керівник Наукового відділу Всеукраїн- 
ського братсва ОУН i УПА генерал-хорунжий 
Василь Кук та багато інших. 

Всі ці виступи були пронизані ідеєю необхідності 
взаємопрощення та примирення серед ветеранів. 
Зокрема, учасник війни, кавалер орденів Слави та 
Великої вітчизняної війни Володимир Лавренов 
поділився досвідом обєднання ветераниських 
організацій Рівненщини в єдину організацію. На рівні 
обласної ради вони тепер урівнені як в статусі, так і 
соціальних пільгах. 

Учасники Круглого столу звернулися до Прези- 
дента України із пропозицією видати Указ про виз- 
нання всіх борців Українського національно-виз- 
вольного руху 20-50-х років двадцятого століття 
учасниками боротьби за державну незалежність 
України і доручити Уряду України підготувати і 
подати на розгляд Верховної Ради України проект 
відповідного Закону з передбаченням належних 
соціальних гарантій. 


Луценко завів на своїх 214 справ 


(Українська правда)  -Міністерством внутрішніх 
справ порушено 214 кримінальних справ стосовно 
135 працівників органів внутрішніх справ. 

Про це повідомляє Департамент зв'язків з 
громадськістю МВС. 

Серед тих, хто притягається до кримінальної від-- 
повідальності - чотири полковники та 15 підпол-- 
КОВНИКІВ МІЛІЦІЇ. 

Так, на Закарпатті кримінальні справи порушено 
проти начальників трьох райвідділів міліції. Двоє з 
них, з метою просування по службі, "прикрилися" 
фальшивими дипломами про здобуття вищої 
юридичної освіти. 

Інший керівник райвідділу разом із начальником 
фінансового підрозділу змусив десятьох своїх під-- 
леглих сплатити до каси по 850 гривень за отрима- 
ний формений одяг. 

Міліцейський чиновник з Рівненщини привласнив 
30 тисяч гривень бюджетних коштів, виділених 


районною радою на фінансування громадського 
формування з охорони громадського порядку. За ці 
гроші він придбав для себе житло. 

Начальник одного з райвідділів на Львівщині 
вимагав і отримав від голови міськради 5 тисяч 
доларів США хабара за припинення перевірки 
фінансово-господарської діяльності очолюваної ним 
ради. За даним фактом порушено кримінальну 
справу. 

На Донеччині викрито у хабарництві керівника 
слідчого підрозділу одного з міськвідділів. За 500 
доларів США та 250 гривень, отриманих від матері 
обвинуваченого, він пообіцяв вирішити питання про 
скорочення терміну ув'язнення для її сина. 

На Дніпропетровщині прокуратурою порушено 
кримінальну справу стосовно працівника карного 
розшуку, у якого знайдену наркосировину та шпри-- 
ци, які він зберігав, за його словами, для власного 
вживання 
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Прага, 22 квітня 2005 року - 
Папа римський Бенедикт XVI 22 
квітня провів першу робочу зус- 
тріч з колегією кардиналів. У Ва- 
тикані 1 Римі готуються до цере- 
монії інавгурації нового понти- 
фіка, що відбудеться в неділю. Ві- 
тати нового понтифіка буде й yK— 
раїнський священик із Франції 
отець Павло Когут. Він добре знає 
Йозефа Рацингера ще зі студент- 
ських років. Вони разом вивчали 
богослов'я у Німеччині. У розмові 
з радіо "Свобода" Павло Когут 
згадав ті часи. 

Павло Когут: Останній рік моїх 
богословських студій я відбував у 
німецькій семінарії в Фрайзінгу. 
Якраз у тому часі був там i Рай- 
цингер. Ми разом сиділи за одним 
столом, часто відбували спільні 
проходи i спілкувалися на різні 
теми. Тоді для моєї церкви були 
дуже страшні часи, переслідуван-- 
ня. Якраз цими днями минуло 60 
років від арешту глави нашої 
церкви Иосипа Сліпого. 
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Мар'яна Драч: І Ви тоді роз- 
повідали Йозефу Рацингеру про 
проблеми українських греко- 
католиків? 

Павло Когут: Я, очевидно, йо- 
му оповідав. Він глибоко співчу-- 
вав. Я також переживав смерть 
мого вуйка, молодшого брата моєї 
мами, що його замордували в 1941 
році в Бережанській тюрмі (у 
Львові). Я йому про все говорив, 
бо я тоді не мав ніякого контакту 
з моїми батьками. Я залишив 
батьківський дім в липні 1944 
року. Мама мене провела аж до 
лісу, там благословила і не знала, 
чия той ліс перейду чи не перейду, 
бо ліс тоді дихав смертю. 

Мар'яна Драч: У Вас дуже 
непроста доля. Вас саме війна 3a— 
кинула в Західну Європу. А от 
коли Ви спілкувалися з Йозефом 
Рацингером, ви все- таки з ним не 
тільки разом вчилися, ви разом 
жили в одній кімнаті протягом 
року. Як це було? 

Павло Когут: Ми розмовляли 
більше на проходах, бо семінаристи 
в кімнаті хіба що спали. Тих біль- 
ше, що ті кімнати ніхто не огрівав 
ніколи. Вони були холодні. Як не 
раз взимку було, що ми приносили 
миску води, щоб рано помитися, а 
вода замерзла. І треба було кулаком 
ті пробити, щоб помитися. 

Мар'яна Драч: А як Ви можете 
описати Йозефа Рацингера як 
людину. Що це за людина? 

Павло Когут: Людина дуже 
гарна, скромна. Вдумливий і вче-- 
ний богослов, має кристальний 
характер. Очевидно, що він ніколи 
не піде на компроміс зі злом і ні- 
коли не назве чорного білим. Тому 
у світі, можливо, що тепер так 3a— 
ворушились, ідеї його очорнюють. 

Мар'яна Драч: Його критику-- 
ють за те, що в нього дуже кон- 
сервативні погляди 1, що це, мож- 
ливо, зашкодить розвитку церкви. 

Павло Когут: Він ще не вияв 
себе, не сказав свого слова. Тому, 
я думаю, що оце все, що відбува- 
ється, є на пересудах. То є люди, 
які не пізнали його. 

Мар'яна Драч: А як Ви дума- 
єте, Иозеф Рацингер, як Папа 
римський, що він зможе зробити 
для УГКЦ? Чи зможе вона orpu— 
мати Патріархат так, як мріють 
про це мільйони греко-католиків? 

Павло Когут: Я про цене можу 
сказати з якоюсь такою певністю, 
що він буде робити. Це питання 
досить складне. Ви сказали, що 
мільйони українців бажають. Дав 
би Бог, щоб це так було, щоб ми 
наперед самі були отак глибоко 
прихильні і глибоко в цьому також 
співпрацювали для тої святої і 
важної справи нашої київської 
церкви. 

Я так вважаю, що наша київ- 
ська церква має 5 сестер, які між 
собою живуть не в згоді. Це є ота 
церква, що в Московському пат-- 
ріархаті, та, що в Київському пат-- 
ріархаті, і та, що автокефальна, і 
та, що в константинопольському, 
і ми греко-католики. 

Моїм бажанням було б, щоб ми 
могли бути сопричастині, всі разом. 
То був би такий перший крок. Я 
думаю, що Папа це не тільки бла- 
гословить 1 привітає, він також у 
цьому переконаний, бо єдності 
церкви всі бажають. То воля не 
наша, то воля спасителя нашого 


«Йозеф Рацингер допомагав 


мені вивчати німецьку мову" 


Розмова із отцем Павлом Когутом із Франції, 
який вчився разом з новим Папою римським. 


Ісуса Христа. 

Мар'яна Драч: А коли Ви 
вчилися разом з Йозефом Рацин-- 
гером, то Ви коли-небудь думали, 
що він може стати Папою? Хоч 
уявляли собі це? 

Павло Когут: Таких думок, як 
були ми студентами ще не могли 
мати. НІ він не міг мати, ні я. 

Мар'яна Драч: А він якось 
вирізнявся від інших студентів? 

Павло Когут: Так, вінвирізняв- 
ся своєю побожністю, глибиною 
своєї богословської думки. Між 
іншим, також людина уважна. Ми 
розійшлися, я пішов Ha душпас-- 
тиря українців до Франції, він 
йшов своєю дорогою. 

Але стрілися ми десь в половині 
70-тих років, коли вже він був 
кардиналом, архієпископом 
Мюнхена. Почали ми розмову, а 
цей кардинал так говорить до 
мене, як ми тільки розійшлися, 
такі дрібнички пригадує про наші 
розмови, розпитував про моїх 
батьків, чи я довідався про них 
щось. Навіть таку дрібничку, що 
через брак всяких вітамін у мене 
появилася рана на руці. Я був цим 
глибоко зворушений, що в нього 
така уважність до людини, а 
також феноменальна пам'ять. 

Мар'яна Драч: А Ви його не 
вчили української мови тоді? Не 
було такої нагоди? 

Павло Когут: Може навіть 
такої потреби не було. Мені тоді 
треба було чим скоріше вивчати 
німецьку мову. 

Мар'яна Драч: А він Вам 
допомагав? 

Павло Когут: О, він мені допо- 
магав! І в декотрих потребах був 
моїм секретарем, бо говорити 
одне, ащось писати, то треба було 
добре знати мову. Він власне мені 
в цьому допомагав. 

Мар'яна Драч: А він за Вас 
старший, чи молодший? 

Павло Когут: Він на рік 
молодший. 

Мар'яна Драч: Тобто, Вам 79 
років. 

Павло Когут: Так. І друге, вже 
востаннє зустрілися ми з ним, як 
святкували 50-тиріччя нашого 
священства. Він був свячений два 
дні переді мною. 

Мар'яна Драч: Це було в 1951 
році. 

Павло Когут: Так, він був свя- 
чений великим кардиналом ні- 
мецьким. Їх було тоді 52 бого- 
словів. Нас було З українців і нас 
святив архіпастир скитальців Іван 
Бучко два дні пізніше, 1 липня в 
Мюнхені. Як ми стрінулися у 
Фрайзенгу знову у 2001-му році 
він сказав до мене відразу спон-- 
танно: "Папа ще не урядує в Римі, 
він переживає за Україну", бо Іван 
Павло П тоді повернувся коротко 
з України. 

Мар'яна Драч: А Ви збира- 
єтесь зараз поїхати до Рима? 

Павло Когут: Так, збираюся. 
Якраз у п'ятницю їду. 

Мар'яна Драч: Отець Павло 
Когут, який рік вивчав богослов'я 
разом з новим папою римським, 
сам родом із села Конюхи 
Козівсього району Тернопільської 
області. Він покинув Батьківщину 
понад 60 років тому, але й далі 
кожен свій день у французькій 
провінції Лотарингія розпочинає з 
молитви за Конюхи і за Україну. 
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Members of the opposition group voting. 


UCSS president survives ouster attempt 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadian Social Services 
(Edmonton Branch) President Bill Diachuk survived 
an attempt by a group of recent immigrants from 
Ukraine to oust Віт from that position at the 
organization’s Annual General Meeting, April 18. 

Right at the outset of the meeting, the group, most of 
whom had bought memberships just days before the 
AGM, demanded that the elections of the new execu- 
tive and board take place immediately. 

UCSS board member Yuriy Moskal pointed put that 
the meeting accepted an agenda and should stick to it, 
holding the elections when called for in the agenda. 

Nick Seredych, who appeared to be the main spokes- 
men for the fourth wave group, said they wanted elec- 
tions held for each position individually, starting with 
the presidency. 

Diachuk explained that, according to the constitu- 
tion of the UCSS, the nominating committee presents 
first its list for the executive and then for the board 
directors and members vote whether to accept or reject 
each slate. 

However he agreed to allow the election procedure 
to be put to a vote. This proved to be the pivotal one as 
35 votes were counted to keep the election procedure 
as is, and 20 to elect each position individually. Subse- 
quently both slates were elected by a show of hands.. 

As there was one vacancy for a board director’s spot 
one of the fourth wave group’s members, Ihor 
Kohaykevych, was selected from the floor to fill it. 

It is unclear whether the opposing group wanted to 
take control of the executive and board, or simply to 
oust Diachuk. 

Prior to the election, many of the members of the 
group complained that UCSS was not doing enough to 
help Ukraine and had not done anything to help them 
when they immigrated to Canada. 

The other UCSS members countered that UCSS had 
several projects in Ukraine, including a soup kitchen 
in Lviv. They also said that UCSS has helped any new 


immigrants whenever they were informed about their 
presence. Several speakers said they can’t go out to 
meet someone at the airport if they don’t know about 
the arrival. They pointed out that when the Canadian 
Embassy in Kyiv informed them about new arrivals 
coming to Edmonton, they were greeted at the airport. 
Information about UCSS is available at the Canadian 
Embassy. 

Seredych said his group didn’t want to change things, 
they wanted to cooperate, but added that the organiza- 
tion needs some new blood. 

“The president shouldn’t be a Brezhnev who stays 
in for 35 years,” he said. 

Diachuk, who first became president 10 years ago, 
defended his record, explaining he was asked to join 
UCSS when “it was on the rocks”, and the organiza- 
tion has helped many immigrants and refugees from 
Poland, Bosnia and Ukraine during this time. 

“T think there is an ulterior motive here and I’m пої 
going to sit down without a fight,” he declared. 

After the meeting, Diachuk told Ukrainian News he 


thought the group opposing him was a minority and not | 


representative of new Canadians from Ukraine as a whole. 

"Р па disappointed because we have many, many good 
new Canadians from Ukraine that have been helped 
and are very thankful for the help that we’ve given and 
the staff in the office, Ivanna and Lydia have always 
don their best to help out and it was disappointing that 
we wete criticized that we haven’t helped enough.” 

The composition of the new executive and board of 
UCSS is as follows: Bill Diachuk, President; William 
Lesick, Past President; Mack Skoreyko, 158 Vice-Presi- 
dent; Edward Piasta, 2nd Vice-President; Adele 
Wygera, Secretary; Julian Warawa, Treasurer. Direc- 
tors: Ruth Boychuk, Steffie Chmilar, Oksana Ensslen, 
Sylvia Gray, Brenda Griffiths, Terry J. Holubetz, 
Dmytro Jachimez, Howard Johnson, Elaine Kalynchuk, 
Thor Kohaykevych, George Moskal, Walter Marych, 
Steve Moroz and Alex Palamarek. 


Amnesty for Ukrainian illegals urged 


(UkrNews)—The government of 
Canada was urged to grant an am- 
nesty to illegal workers from 
Ukraine who have worked in 
Canada for at least three years, at a 
parliamentary commission hearing 
April 13. 

“Although many immigrants are 
working in Canada illegally, many 
industries, especially the construc- 
tion sector, maintain that these im- 
migrants provide critical labour 
which is in short supply. They there- 
fore do not impose a burden on so- 
ciety, but benefit Canada’s economic 
growth. At the same time, these 


10,000 undocumented immigrants 
living and working in Canada as part 
of an underground economy. 

“Tt is respectfully submitted that 
it is time to re-visit the issue of le- 
galizing the status of illegal work- 
ers in Canada, including Ukrainian 
immigrants, in new legislation.” 
Miroutenko said. 

She proposed that the government 
of Canada: 

» Establish the “special measures” 
program proposed in 2001, and up- 
date any proposals presented to 
former Minister Sgro, in consulta- 
tion with immigration lawyers, 


people live unprotected by our so- 
cial and health care systems. Their 
vulnerability exposes them to pres- 
sures from organized crime, which 
often capitalizes on the insecurity of 
their social position as leverage to 
extort benefits. From a fiscal stand- 
point, the state treasury is denied the 
tax revenue that their incomes could 
generate,” said lawyer Oksana 
Miroutenko, a member of Ukrainian 
Canadian Social Services and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
(Toronto Branch) at a hearing of the 
Standing Commission on Citizen- 
ship and Immigration. 

“Granting amnesty to illegal 


Oksana Mi iroutenko 


Ukrainian workers would not only 
reduce and expose the criminal ac- 
tivities of ethnic “mafias’ flourish- 
ing in an illegal underground popu- 
lation, but also bring great benefit 
to Canadian society as a whole.” 
She added that in 2001, the Gov- 
ernment of Canada proposed to es- 
tablish a program known as ‘special 
measures,’ was not included in the 
new Immigration and Refugee Pro- 
tection Act enacted in January 2002, 
and that in 2004 former Minister of 
Citizenship and Immigration Judy 
Sgro contemplated an amnesty pro- 
gram to legalize the status of at least 


unions, Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada and Ukrainian 
Canadian community groups; 

» Consider creating a pilot project 
granting amnesty to illegal Ukrai- 
nian workers who are employed in 
the Ontario construction sector and 
who have been working in that sec- 
tor for at least 3 years; and 

° Facilitate the establishment of 
programs whereby the unions, corpo- 
rations or individual employers would 
undertake to secure a work place for 
an legalized worker for a period of І 
year after s/he is granted an amnesty, 
thereby preventing an increase of 
people on a social assistance. 
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Let’s get the party started! 
Alberta Centennial Kick-off Party May 23, 2005-2pm 


It's а family party of music, dance and celebration. Over 1,500 
Albertans will take to the stage in an extraordinary display 


of our rich cultural heritage. 


Artists scheduled to perform include: lan Tyson, Oscar Lopez, 
Tommy Banks, Jens Lindemann, Corb Lund, White Chocolate, 
Maren Ord, Bill Bourne, Maria Dunn, Trincan Steel Orchestra, 

The Edmonton Symphony Orchestra and many more. Hosted by 
Paul Gross, Lorne Cardinal, Colin MacLean and Renelle Fagnan-Roy. 


Tickets are free." Get them before it's too late. 
Available at all Ticketmaster locations. Best seats 


will go fast. 


Call 780-451-8000 or visit www.ticketmaster.ca 


Place Ticketmaster outlet only, convenience 
at all other Ticketmaster outlets, 
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"Чорні списки донецьких" 
придумав Павловський? 


(Українська правда)- - "Чорні списки 
донецьких", якими намагалися залякувати 
населення області, міг вигадати російський 
політтехнолог Глеб Павловський, який на 
виборах консультував Віктора Януковича. 

Про це пише 22-го квітня "Львівська 
газета". 

Видання нагадує, що на електронні ад- 
реси донецької облради та місцевих жур- 
налістів потрапили від такого собі Кирила 
Гайдамаки списки "неблагонадійних донеч-- 
чан, яких контролюватимуть і доставля-- 
тимуть на покарання". 

Список становить фотокопії 19 сторінок 
— від 16-ї до 34-ї, як стверджує Кирило 
Гайдамака - ті, які йому вдалося ско- 
піювати. 

На них вміщено лише імена та прізвища 
417 осіб, жодних посад чи біографічних 
даних. Навпроти кожного імені - позначка 
"Контроль" або номер категорії від другої 
до четвертої, яка мала б свідчити про той 
ступінь уваги, яку слід приділити тій чи 
іншій особі. 

До списку потрапили чиновники 1 право- 
охоронці, колишні та нинішні, бізнесмени, 
журналісти, депутати тощо. 

"Судячи з усього, друга категорія мала б 
означати щонайменше затримання з по- 
дальшим арештом - саме така позначка 
стоїть навпроти імені голови донецької 
облради Бориса Колесникова", пише газета. 

У списку фігурують прізвища прези- 


дента ФК "Шахтар" Рината Ахметова (2- 
га категорія), екс-губернатора Донеччини 
Анатолія Близнюка (2-га категорія), його 
заступників Василя Джарти (2-га кате- 
горія) та Володимира Логвиненка (конт- 
роль), мера Донецька Олександра Лук'ян-- 
ченка (3-тя категорія), заступника голови 
облради Сергія Клюєва (2-га категорія). 

Позначка "Контроль" стоїть навіть біля 
імен митрополита донецького і маріуполь-- 
ського УПЦ МП o.Inapiona та єпископа 
о.Юрія, а також відомого артиста балету 
Вадима Писарєва. 

"Львівська газета" звертає увагу на не- 
структурованість списку та довільність 
присвоєння категорій. 

Газета цитує прес-секретаря керівника 
СБУ, яка вважає, що "існування будь-яких 
списків, які стосуються якихось громадян, 
а тим більше - опозиції, - це чиясь хвора 
фантазія". 


За даними "ЛГ", правоохоронці 
намагаються з'ясувати, хто стоїть за іменем 
Кирило Гайдамака. 


Водночас видання відзначає, що список 
журналістів, які їх отримали, дивним чином 
збігається з розсилкою прес-служби до- 
нецької обладміністрації. 

Також газета згадує цікавий факт, що в 
готелі "Донбас-Палас" в той час бачили 
відомого російського політтехнолога I лєба 
Павловського, який консультував Януко-- 
вича на виборах. 


Луценко не виключає допиту Кучми 


(Українська правда)- -Міністр внут- 
рішніх справ Юрій Луценко не виключає, 
що до МВС на допит буде викликаний екс- 
президент Леонід Кучма. 

Луценко в коментарі журналістам ска- 
зав, що "нас непокоїть передача фонду 
Кучми земельної ділянки і колосального 
приміщення в центрі Києва". 

"У зв'язку з цим не виключено, що на 
допит буде викликано самого Кучму, який, 
за деякими документами, брав особисту 
участь у формуванні фонду і отриманні 
земельної ділянки". 

Як відомо, фонд Кучми функціонує в 


колишньому будинку MSC на вулиці Шов- 
ковичній, в двох кварталах від Верховної 
Ради i секретаріату президента. 

Луценко додав, що МВС продовжує 
перевірку наповнення фонду Кучми від різ- 
них структур. За словами міністра, навіть 
факт повернення Кучмою грошей "Динамо 
Київ" не скасовує незаконності дій передачі 
цих коштів без погодження з акціонерами 
клубу. 

"Українська правда" звернулася за ко- 
ментарем до приймальні Леоніда Кучми у 
фонді "Україна", однак черговий повідомив, 
що його немає на місці 1 до кінця дня не буде. 
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Росія не визнає 


кордону з 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- -Про це 
повідомив перший заступник міністра 
закордонних справ України Антон Бутейко 
на прес-конференції за підсумками 20-го 
раунду переговорів державних делегацій 
України та Росії щодо розмежування A30B— 
ського i Чорного морів та Керченської про-- 
токи, які відбулися 26-то квітня в Києві. 

"Ми виходимо з того, що кордон не міг 
не існувати 1 існував в адміністративному 
плані і є підтвердження на картах", - сказав 
він. 

В свою чергу глава російської делегації, 
спеціальний представник МЗС Росії з країн 
СНД, посол з особливих доручень Ігор Ca— 
вольський зазначив, що російська сторона 
вважає, що адміністративний кордон між 
колишніми республіками УРСР і РРФСР не 
існував, оскільки при Радянському Союзі 
внутрішні морські води між республіками 
не розмежовувалися. 

Він також зазначив, що російська сторо-- 
на допускає варіант не проводити кордону 
в акваторії Керченської протоки і викорис-- 
товувати її спільно. | 

"Якщо для української сторони такий 


Україною 


підхід є неприйнятним, ми будемо шукати 
інше рішення, проте адміністративний кор-- 
дон між колишніми республіками Радянсь- 
кого Союзу не може бути орієнтиром для 
можливого розмежування", - зазначив 
Савольський. 

У зв'язку з цим Бутейко відзначив, що 
ідея спільного використання акваторії 
Керченської протоки "не має широкого 
розповсюдження". 

"Я не знаю, щоб такі випадки були у 
практиці", - сказав він. 

За словами Бутейка, під час переговорів 
сторони домовилися про єдину мето- 
дологію, яку використовуватимуть експер. - 
ти при делімітації Азовського моря. 

Також сторони домовилися щодо делімі-- 
тації Чорного моря доручити експертам 
підготувати текст договору, проект якого 
українська сторона вже передала росій-- 
ській. : 

Окрім цього, за словами Бутейка, деле- 
гації домовилися про підготовку проектів 
угод про захист навколишнього середови-- 
ща в акваторії, судноплавство та рибаль-- 
ство. 


За помаранчевий колір прихильники 
Колесникова напали на журналістку 


(Українська правда)- 23-го квітня 
близько 17.30 п'ятеро людей напали на 
власного кореспондента газет "Київські 
відомості" і "2000" Ніну Рикову. 

Це відбулося у центрі Донецька біля Ha— 
метового містечка на захист Бориса Ко- 
лесникова, повідомляє Інститут масової 
інформації. 

Як повідомила Рикова, вона поверталася 
з установчої конференції обласної органі- 
зації "Народний союз "Наша Україна", у 
руках у неї було кілька повітряних кульок 
помаранчевого кольору. 

Коли кореспондент проходила по площі 
Леніна повз наметове містечко Ha підтрим-- 
ку Колесникова, до неї зненацька підбігли 
п'ятеро осіб, серед яких були молоді люди, 
підліток 1 жінки. Вони стали виривати з рук 


Рикової кульки і сумку, штовхати KOpec— 
пондента, супроводжуючи свої дії вигуками 
"бийте її!" і нецензурною лайкою. 

"Я такого мату за все своє життя не чула. 
Ці люди тикали мені в обличчя недопалки, 
смикали за ноги, за сумку, рвали на мені 
куртку", - повідомила журналістка. 

Також журналістка зазначила, що напад- 
ники не знали, що вона журналістка, і не 
пов'язує цей напад зі своєю діяльністю. 
"Вони просто зреагували на колір. Це для 
них подразник", - сказала пані Рикова. 

Крім того, вона повідомила, що не має 
наміру звертатися до міліції, оскільки "не 
бачить у цьому сенсу". 

Журналістка Ніна Рикова вже кілька 
років пише статті про справу Алек- 
сандрова. 


суспільні, релігійні та культурні об'єднання та асоціації, а також урядові організації різних рівнів. Мета цього проекту - 
сумісними зусиллями оздоровити навколишнє середовище та укріпити економіку. Програма Moving Forward оп Climate Change — 


частина даного проекту, 


Moving Forward on Climate Change Є | 


A Plan for Honouring 
our Kyoto Commitment 
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У результаті виконання чітких завдань проекту PROJECT GREEN та плану 


Climate Change ми зможемо: 


/ Зробити наше повітря чистішим та зменшити проблему смогу 


м" Зробити чистими наші ріки, озера та океани 
м" Зберегти дику природу та зелені насадження 
/ Зробити Канаду світовим лідером у розробці нових життєздатних та раціональних технологій 


У" Виконати наші зобов'язання по Кіотській угоді 
Щоб отримати примірник Плану або прийняти участь у ініціативі по 
зменшенню кількості промислових викидів Опе-Топпе Challenge: 


Зателефонуйте за номером: 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232), TTY 1 800 465-7735, 
або завітайте на веб-сайт: climatechange.gc.ca 
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Russia balks at ВаКау extradition| Ukraine accuses Russia of 


(Ukrainian Journal)—A former senior Ukrainian of- 
ficial accused of misusing and embezzling almost 
UAH900 million (about C$225 million) worth of state 
property has apparently obtained Russian citizenship 
and Russia refuses to extradite him, officials said on 
April 26. 

Thor Bakay, the former manager of presidential ad- 
ministration property and one of the closest confidants 
of former President Leonid Kuchma, is wanted in 
Ukraine for allegedly making an array of illegal trans- 
actions. 

One such transaction was the sale of a luxurious 
Ukrainian palace and property in Crimea that is now 
supposed to become an official residence of Russian 
President Vladimir Putin. 

“We expected this kind of a circus,” Henadiy Moskal, 
the deputy internal affairs minister, told Ukrayinska 
Pravda, describing Russia’s refusal to extradite Bakay. 

“He couldn’t do what he did without counting on the 
fact that he would be provided protection.” 

Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Russian ambassador to 
Uksaine, admitted April 26 that Bakay had obtained 
Russian citizenship. He said it happened before the 
Orange Revolution, a public uprising in November 
2004 that had led to removal of Kuchma from office 
after a 10-year rule. 

The revelations of Bakay having the Russian citi- 
zenship and simultaneously holding a crucial post in 
Ukraine may have serious implications on domestic 
politics and could further strain relations between Rus- 
sia and Ukraine. 

It is illegal to hire a foreign national to a senior gov- 
ernment post in Ukraine. 


Except for the comments made by Chernomyrdin, 
the Ukrainian law enforcement agencies don’t have an 
official confirmation of the fact that Bakay has Rus- 
sian citizenship. 

If this is confirmed by a statement from the Russian 
government, it may lead to complications for Kuchma, 
Bakay’s former boss, who had apparently broken the 
law by hiring the foreign national. 

This would add pressure on Kuchma, who is already 
under investigation for the high-profile murder of jour- 
nalist Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000, and numerous cases 
of alleged corruption and embezzlements. 

Svyatoslav Piskun, the prosecutor general, who was 
surprised to learn that Bakay had Russian citizenship, 
said he will still be criminally prosecuted. 

“Even if this is true, it doesn’t bother us,” Piskun 
said in interview with Channel 5 late on April 26. “We 
will seek to extradite and prosecute him. There is no 
difference for us where he will be punished.” 

Moskal said Ukraine had sent a second request for 

the extradition. 
One of Bakay’s most controversial sales of property 
during Kuchma’s last days in power was selling 
Galicinia, a luxurious palace on the Black Sea, once 
built especially for Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev. 

The palace was sold for a fraction of its value, while 
a huge property park around the palace was supposed 
to be transferred for nothing, officials have said. 

The transaction was handled by Vneshtorgbank of 
Russia. Galicinia is intended as the official residence 
for Putin, according to Шог Tarasiuk, who replaced 
Bakay on the post. He said Ukraine now is now work- 
ing to cancel the transaction. 


Opposition groups fight government 
over fate of Donetsk boss 


(Ukrainian Journal)}—Opposition groups launched an 
attack against the government April 19 in Parliament for 
an ongoing investigation against a Donetsk region boss, 
but failed to win required support from lawmakers. 

The Party of Regions, led by former Prime Minister 
Viktor Yanukovych, and SDPU(O), led by former presi- 
dential chief of staff Viktor Medvedchuk, sought to set 
up an ad hoc committee to investigate whether Boris 
Kolesnikov’s arrest was legal. 

The motion failed as the groups mustered 220 votes, 
falling six short of required votes for the 226-strong 
majority in 450-seat Parliament. 

The vote is an important indication of the opposition’s 
strength in Parliament, and shows that pro-government 
parties were in control of the legislature, although with 
a small margin. 

The creation of the committee would allow the op- 
position lawmakers to investigate the investigators and, 


Three senior police officers in 
custody over journalist murder 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Three senior police officers were taken into cus- 
tody in connection with the alleged murder three years ago of a key wit- 
ness in a journalist murder case, the Prosecutor General’s Office said, 


April 18. 


The police officers are suspected of poisoning Yuriy Verediuk to death 


of in 2002, the PGO said. 


Verediuk, a drug addict, originally confessed to killing Thor Aleksandrov, 
an investigative Donetsk journalist, in 2001. Aleksandrov’s murder was 
the second high profile murder of a journalist in Ukraine after the murder 


of Heorhiy Gongadze in 2000. 


International journalist and human rights watch groups pressed the 
Ukrainian government to investigate the murders and punish those re- 


sponsible. 


But further investigation proved that Verediuk had nothing to do with 
the murder of Aleksandrov and investigators suspected that he had been 


paid by the real killers to accept the guilty verdict. 


The court ruled that Verediuk was innocent and had to be released, but 
he was later found dead with what doctors diagnosed as heart failure. 
This is the first time the law enforcement agency said Verediuk may 


have been poisoned by the police. 


Yushchenko reinstates EU goals in military doctrine 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko has issued a decree reintro- 
ducing the declarations in Ukraine’s military doctrine about the country’s 
need to prepare for full-fledged membership in NATO and the EU, Interfax 


reported on April 25. 


The declarations were removed from the military doctrine by former 


President Leonid Kuchma in July 2004. 


In its current wording, the doctrine states that Ukraine needs to pursue 
a “policy of Euro-Atlantic integration with the final goal of joining NATO.” 
In another amended passage, the document states, “Proceeding from 
the fact that NATO and the EU are guarantors of security and stability in 
Europe, Ukraine is preparing for full-fledged membership in these orga- 


nizations.” 


more importantly, it would lead to frequent hearings of 
the matter in Parliament, an important element in the 
run-up to the March 2006 general election. 

However, frustrated about the failure, the Regions 
and SDPU(O) resorted to blocking the tribune in Par- 
liament, a technique that had been frequently used by 
liberal groups during the era of former President Le- 
onid Kuchma. The developments led to an early clo- 
sure of the session on April 19. 

Kolesnikoy, the head of the Donetsk region council, 
was charged with racketeering and murder threats dur- 
ing controversial acquisition of a huge department store 
in Donetsk in 2002. 

However, Kolesnikov’s allies, including the Regions 
and SDPU(O), said the arrest was politically motivated. 

“We have no right to stand outside as we have to 
protect rights of our citizens,” said Nestor Shufrych, 
an outspoken activist of SDPU(O) group in Parliament. 
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A.C. WARING & ASSOCIATES INC. 
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Call Us About: 
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Come into So-Use Credit Union for all your financial needs 
Приходьте до Кредитової Спілки «СОЮЗ» щоб полагодити всі фінансові потреби 


Black Sea treaty violations 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine has accused Russia of violating a treaty govern- 
ing the Russian navy’s use of a Black Sea port. 

Ukraine’s Foreign Ministry spokesman, Dmitro Svistkov, said on April 
19 that Russian warships are polluting Sevastopol harbor and other wa- 
ters, thus violating treaty terms on ecological protection. 

“Land and buildings are being sublet [by Russia] to other individuals or 
companies for purposes other than stated [in the agreement,” Svistkov 
said. “There are cases of construction, reconstruction, and demolition of 
buildings on the leased land without proper authorization by the [Ukrai- 
nian] supervisory authorities. Selected plots of land and buildings on lease 
are being used without due payment. There are also some ecological vio- 
lations.” 

Svistkov also said Russia is refusing to turn over some shore-based 
ship navigation installations, as Moscow promised in the 1997 treaty. 
The agreement allows Russia to base its Black Sea fleet in the Ukrainian 
port city and its environs until 2017. 

The south Crimean coast is a major Ukrainian tourist region. 

Russia is sensitive about its military installations in the region, which 
Moscow in some cases has operated since the late 1700s. 

The previous Ukrainian government was friendly toward Russia and 
generally ignored conflicts over points of the Black Sea Fleet. 


Tymoshenko’s trip to Russia 
postponed at last minute 


(RFE/RL)—A planned visit by Ukrainian Prime Minister Yuliya 
Tymoshenko to Moscow set for April 15-16 has been postponed, Ukrai- 
nian news agencies reported on April 13. 

The Ukrainian government said Tymoshenko’s visit was delayed be- 
cause President Yushchenko told her to tackle urgent problems associated 
with the spring sowing campaign and rising fuel prices. 

However, Ukrainian Economics Minister Serhiy Teryokhin said earlier 
that the visit was put off because of the recent remarks of Russian Pros- 
ecutor-General Vladimir Ustinov, “Ukrayinska pravda’” reported. 

Ustinov said on April 12 that Tymoshenko could come to Russia in 
accordance with international legislation and protocol, but he said charges 
against her have not been dropped and she is still on the wanted list. 

Last January, Ustinov said that a Russian court could issue an arrest 
warrant for Tymoshenko and in that case she could be detained by police 
if she traveled to Russia. 
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In Ukraine May 9 should 
be Remembrance Day 


not Victory Day 


UWC calls upon Yushchenko 
to cancel planned Moscow trip 


No country lost more people during the Second World War than did 
Ukraine. Caught between the two most evil totalitarian systems of the 
twentieth century, the people of Ukraine suffered immeasurable horrors. 
Ye peace did not bring respite. It brought back one of those two totalitar- 
ian systems. Ukraine was to suffer the ravages of Soviet oppression for 
another 45 years after the so-called “Victory Day” 

For the Western World the end of World War II was indeed a monumen- 
tal victory. But not for Eastern Europe. On the occasion of the upcoming 
60th anniversary of the end of World War II the Ukrainian World Con- 
gress has issued the following statement: 

“On May 9th, 2005 many will observe the 60th anniversary of the end 
of World War II. Preparations are being made in Moscow and Kyiv. The 
President of Ukraine has suggested that he would be traveling during this 
time, perhaps a day before, to Moscow to share in the celebrations there. 
The President of the United States has scheduled a visit to Moscow spe- 
cifically for May 9, 2005. 

“While the demise of the Nazi War machine should be accepted with 
much satisfaction, nevertheless within the context of the aftermath, any 
celebration is inappropriate. The end of World War II and the infamous 
Yalta Treaty several months earlier brought about very little peace, rather 
additional pain and suffering to millions who found themselves betrayed 
by the Allies, languishing within the confines of a different empire but 
equal to if not more vicious than the Nazis. Operation Keelhaul brought 
about the extermination of some two million Soviet nationals. Allied ac- 
quiescence in Soviet hegemony over most of Eastern Europe and Asia 
resulted in an additional 40-45 years of Soviet tyranny. 

For Ukrainians in Ukraine or in other countries of the world, May 9th 
should be an occasion to honor its martyrs, those who perished prior to the 
War, during it and after. We should be reminded that some 75% of Soviet 
political prisoners in the period following World War II were of Ukrainian 
origin. We should be reminded that the Ukrainian Catholic Church was 
liquidated by the Soviets in 1946 and that the Ukrainian Orthodox Church 
was merged with Stalin’s creation the Russian Orthodox Church. We should 
be reminded that while the Nazis were responsible for some 20 million 
lives lost, the Communists were to blame for 100 million deaths. We should 
be reminded, as many historians claim, that no nation on earth had more 
victims than the Ukrainian nation. 

“We urge our membership to commemorate the tragic aftermath of World 
War П on May 9th, 2005 through requiem observances, liturgies and, wakes 
to remember those, who fought in different uniforms but with indepen- 
dent Ukraine in their hearts. Similarly, we call upon our member organi- 
zations to educate their governments about Soviet repressions and com- 
munist evils. Finally, we urge the President of Ukraine to cancel his trip to 
Moscow as Moscow symbolizes the tragedy of the Ukrainian people, their 
ne and suffering for 45 years following the specious victory of May 

This newspaper fully endorses the above statement. We would like to 
add one point. Professor Roman Serbyn recently spoke on this issue in 

Edmonton and suggested that, in Ukraine, May 9th become “Remem- 
brance Day” instead of “Victory Day”. We consider that a most appropri- 
ate suggestion. 
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Time for Cotler to clean 
up his own backyard 


By Lubomyr Luciuk 

They were kidnappers and cut-throats. 

I wasn’t around when they were out a-killing, but 
I'll take their word for what they did. 

One started out with the Judenrat, collaborating with 
the Nazis. Later he joined the NK VD. You might say 
he had prior work experience, well suited for serving 
the Soviet secret police. 

Another boasted of helping burn villages, torturing 
prisoners, even burying a man alive. 

The third was another braggart, exulting over how 
he joined in beating a prisoner until the man’s face be- 
came a “bloody hairy pulp.” 

The death squad dame made sure her boys were 
shooting straight. Likely, sometimes, some weren’t. Her 
medical degree apparently came without the Hippo- 
cratic oath. She did not comfort the wounded. Instead 
she called SMERSH’s executioners back, to finish the 
job. Now she says it was off-putting work. No doubt. 

Two of this gang of four exposed themselves with 
autobiographies, in 1980 and1981. Another penned an 
article, in 1988, and our matron from Moscow gave 
public interviews, throughout 2002. They weren’t hid- 
ing. One was even an informant for the Commission 
of Inquiry on War Criminals, headed by the late Jus- 
tice Jules Deschenes. Perhaps that’s why the feds got 
nervy over protests against their use of “Soviet evi- 
dence.” Who knew they had a NK VD snitch out back? 

Two of these immigrants-who-became-Canadians are 
residents of Montreal’s trendy Mont Royal, Justice Min- 
ister Irwin Cotler’s riding. A catchy title for this story 
might be “The Murderers and the Minister” but that 
would be unfair. Regardless of what they claim they 
did, innocence is presumed until guilt is proven. That 
principle applies even when one is dealing with mis- 
creants who meted out “Soviet justice,” an oxymoronic 
term if ever there was one. 

Supposedly, Canadian officials screened all post-war 
immigrants to ensure our home and native land was 
not infested by war criminals, of any variety. And Terry 
Beitner, general counsel of Canada’s Crimes Against 
Humanity and War Crimes Section, has promised a 
case-by-case investigation of any alleged Communist 
war criminals here, if evidence exists of their complic- 
ity in war crimes. Obligingly, in September 2000, he 
defined ‘complicity’ — “A person is considered 
complicit if, while aware of the commission of war 
crimes or crimes against humanity the person contrib- 
utes, directly or indirectly, to their occurrence. Active 
membership in the organisation responsible for com- 
mitting the atrocities is not required. An example of 
complicity would be the act of guarding an execution 


site even if one had not personally acted as executioner. 
Additionally, a person may be considered complicit if 
he was a member of an organisation during a time when 
their activities included the carrying out of atrocities 
such as executing civilians.” 

Being neither lawyer, nor judge, I can not comment 
on the complicity, nor guilt, of these four. Let the courts 
decide. Our four may not be innocents but, for now, 
they are innocent. 

Of course, if any of them did not tell immigration 
officials they had been with the NKVD, KGB, or 
SMERSH they obtained their citizenship falsely. Gov- 
егптепі men insist every immigrant entering Canada 
was asked what they did in the war. Anyone who ad- 
mitted to having been а “Communist, known or strongly 
suspected Communist agitator, or suspected Commu- 
nist agent,” was rejected. For those who lie upon entry 
we have a remedy — denaturalization and deportation, 
whence they came. 

Now some say too much time has passed since the 
end of the Second World War, these are elderly men and 
women, we should just forget. The “world’s foremost 
Nazi-hunter,” Dr Efraim Zuroff, disagrees: “It’s utterly 
retarded to feel sorry for these people just because they 
are old. They showed no mercy whatsoever.” Agreed. 

There will also be those who claim this isn’t really a 
problem, that even if there are comrades in Canada who 
once served Stalin there aren’t many. To that there is 
another superior answer: One is too many. 

And there are, sadly, a few who are trying to dodge 
this issue. They bluster that those calling for investiga- 
tions into whether Communist killers are in Canada 
are perpetrating a cabalistic diversion, intended to draw 
resources away from prosecuting Nazis. That’s rich. 
This chorus never publicly identified a single Nazi in 
Canada, despite decades of bleating about “thousands 
of Nazis hiding” amongst us. And their claims were 
publicly shorn by Justice Deschenes, dismissed as 
“grossly exaggerated.” That was 1986. We remember. 

We don’t and won’t, however, overstate our case. In 
fact, we admit we don’t know how many Communists 
came here, or are still out there. Perhaps four. Perhaps 
more. 

For two decades our position has been that all al- 
leged war criminals found in Canada should be brought 
to trial in our criminal courts, regardless of an 
individual’s ethnic, religious or racial heritage, politi- 
cal affiliation, or the period or place where a crime 
against humanity allegedly took place. We say our coun- 
try should not be a haven for any war criminals. 
Lubomyr Luciuk, PhD, is director of research for the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association 


Pope as ‘Nazi’ is ludicrous 


But so are the allegations against Ukrainians and others 


By Peter Worthington, Toronto Sun, April 27, 2005 

What’s the essential difference between the new 
Pope’s wartime background as a Hitler Youth, and the 
backgrounds of Ukrainian-Canadians who were forced 
to work for the Nazis? 

One is revered, the others stripped of citizenship to 
face deportation. 

The Pope, when he was teenager Joseph Ratzinger, 
had no real choice. 

Nor did many Ukrainian youths, like Wasyl Odynsky, 
who were swept up by the German war machine. 

When the Germans invaded Ukraine, Odynsky and 
others were forced into Nazi auxiliaries. Odynsky ran 
away — deserted. 

Caught, he was told if he did it again his family would 
be shot. So he toughed it out. After the war he came to 
Canada, settled in Toronto and raised a family. 

Nearly 50 years later he was accused of hiding his 
wartime background from immigration authorities. A 
federal judge investigated. 

Although records had been destroyed, it was felt 
Odynsky “probably” had not told of his forced service 
for the Nazis. 

In his findings, Judge Andrew MacKay made it clear 
there was no evidence — nor allegations — that Odynsky 
had ever committed a war crime or hurt anyone. 

But with no appeal process, he’s been ordered de- 
ported, despite a unanimous federal court of appeal 
ruling that such deportations violate due process and 
the government’s own fairness guidelines. 

In 1941 when Pope Benedict XVI was a 14-year- 
old, he joined the Hitler Youth — compulsory for ev- 
ery young German in those days. 


Two years later, at age 16, he was assigned to an 
anti-aircraft gun battery at a BMW plant. 

The next year he was sent to the Austrian-Hungarian 
border to erect tank traps against the Russians. 

Young Ratzinger returned home to Bavaria, where 
he was conscripted into the army. 

When the war ended he deserted, and was a prisoner 
of the Americans for a couple of months, then released. 
Five months later he began studying for the priesthood. 

So what’s the difference between this German kid’s 
wartime record with Nazis, and that of many Ukrai- 
nian kids — now old men, whom our government wants 
deported? 

“There is no essential difference in what they did,” 
says Hungarian-born Andrew Telegdi, Liberal MP 
(Kitchener-Waterloo) who chairs the standing commit- 
tee on citizenship and immigration, now holding hear- 
ings across Canada. 

“The Pope when he was a youth had no choice, nor 
did these Ukrainian youths have a choice when the 
Nazis conscripted them on pain of death.” Yet today 
the Pope is revered, the Ukrainians are suspect and in 
debt due to legal expenses, and slated for deportation. 

Ed Morgan, national president of the Canadian Jew- 
ish Congress (CJC), says a key difference is that the 
Pope, in his own writings, has acknowledged his past, 
while the Ukrainians tried to hide theirs. 

«І find the Pope’s forthrightness admirable,” Mor- 
gan says. “He’s tried to confront his past, hasn’t hid- 
den it, despite the horrible association.” 

Morgan wouldn’t comment on the Ukrainians the 
government seeks to deport (“each has his own ге- 
sponse”), but the Pope’s openness and forthrightness 
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Kyiv continues to redefine | Yushchenko turns focus 
relations with Moscow 


By Taras Kuzio 

(Jamestown Foundation)—While Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Yulia Tymoshenko cancelled her visit to Rus- 
sia this month, Defense Minister Anatoliy Grytsenko 
and National Security and Defense Council Secretary 
Petro Poroshenko did make it to Moscow. Despite the 
exchange of diplomatic pleasantries, Ukraine is at- 
tempting to re-negotiate the parameters of Russian- 
Ukrainian relations in seven areas. 

Perceptions. First, exactly what are “anti-Russian” 
policies? Poroshenko was at pains in Moscow to per- 
suade his hosts that Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integra- 
tion and the GUAM (Georgia, Ukraine, Azerbaijan, 
Moldova) group are not “anti-Russian.” Poroshenko 
explained, “Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic integration can in 
по way carry an anti-Russian component”. 

But Russia is unlikely to believe such explanations, 
as it views Ukraine’s movement toward the EU and 
NATO as leading to a severe national-identity crisis 
and a threat to its security. Moscow fears that “Russian 
national sacred places” and “its national roots” in 
Ukraine will be “torn away”. 

The leaders of Russia and Ukraine base their respec- 
tive statehoods on two clashing ideological views. As 
Russian President Vladimir Putin declared in his April 
25 state-of-the-nation address, the disintegration of the 
multi-national Soviet Union was a “geopolitical catas- 
trophe.” Meanwhile, Ukraine’s statehood, as outlined 
in its 1996 constitution, is a major beneficiary of the 
collapse of the USSR. 

Russia is also insensitive to Ukraine’s perspective 
on Soviet history. While a new Stalin cult is being re- 
vived in Russia, Ukraine blames Stalinism for the 1933 
famine that led to millions of deaths . Russia’s Ambas- 
sador to Ukraine, Viktor Chernomyrdin, suggested that 
perhaps Ukrainians should instead blame Georgia, 
Stalin’s birthplace. 

Belarus. Ukraine and Russia are increasingly at odds 
over U.S. and Western policy toward Belarus and over 
OSCE election-monitoring missions. In his April 19 
state of the nation address, Belarus President Alexander 
Lukashenka described the post-Soviet democratic revo- 
lutions as “sheer banditry disguised as democracy.” Vis- 
ibly angered by this claim, Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk praised his country’s non-violent protests and 
added Ukraine’s concerns to those of the international 
community over human rights abuses in Belarus. Dur- 
ing the Yushchenko-Bush White House press confer- 
ence in early April, Belarus was mentioned as a coun- 
try ripe for democratic revolution. 

On April 20 U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
met with seven Belarusian oppositionists at the NATO 
summit in Vilnius, where she described Belarus as “the 
last dictatorship in Europe”. Ukraine’s views on Belarus 
thus resemble those of the United States and the EU. 
Russia, however, criticized Rice and backed 
Lukashenka’s regime. 

CIS Rivals. Ukraine offers CIS members an alterna- 
tive to Russian leadership. It was not coincidental that 
on the heels of the NATO summit, Ukraine took the 
lead at the GUAM summit in Chisinau while 
Lukashenka joined Putin in Moscow. 

“Lost” Ukraine. The Yushchenko-Tymoshenko team 
is not naive enough to believe that Russia will accept 


Pope as ‘Nazi’ is ludicrous 


are impressive and credible. 

A good “track record” since the war doesn’t mean 
much, since many suspect war criminals have since led 
exemplary lives, which doesn’t atone for what they 
might have done in the war. 

Morgan said the CJC had no objections to an appeal 
process before deportation, which the government has 
said is not necessary. 

One rabbi with whom I spoke didn’t want to be iden- 
tified, but said there might be pockets in the Jewish 
community that were uneasy about the Pope’s Hitler 
Youth background. 

But the fact that in all these years nothing scurrilous 
has ever emerged about him, is reassuring: “If there’d 
been anything there, it would have probably come out 
by now. So it’s likely nothing exists.” 

“As'well, the-Pope’s anti-racist record asa‘ eardinal is 
commendable. 

As for a parallel between the Pope’s mandatory war- 
time record with Nazis as a youth, and young Ukraini- 
ans forced to work for Nazis but who committed no 
crimes, he agreed they were similar, but treated differ- 
ently. 

One hopes the government sees the parallel, too, and 
rethinks its iniquitous policy. 


the “loss” of Ukraine, as Moscow interprets 
Yushchenko’s presidential victory. The editor of 
Russia’s Profil magazine pointed out, “For the Krem- 
lin, the khohol [a derogatory name for Ukrainians] state 
has become, if not the biggest nightmare out there, then 
definitely an obsessive one”. 

Ukraine now has Russia on the defensive, and Mos- 
cow does not know how to respond to Kyiv’s desire to 
join NATO. “The possibility of Ukraine eventually join- 
ing NATO is of great concern to Russia,” observed 
Viktor Kremeniuk of the USA and Canada Institute, as 
“that would spell the end of Russian dominance in the 
post-Soviet sphere”. According to Sergei Markov, one 
of the Russian advisors to Yushchenko’s rival in the 
Ukrainian presidential race, Russia may now resort to 
underhanded techniques such as promoting anti- NATO 
sentiments (e.g. “This issue could bring Yushchenko 
down!”’) or resorting to KGB-style disinformation. Al- 
ready Ukrainians suspect that the political “black lists” 
of officials allegedly about to be arrested are fakes 
drawn up by Russia. 

Harboring Criminals. Fourth, as long as Russia is 
seen as a haven for indicted Ukrainian officials, Kyiv 
is less than willing to play by Russia’s rules in the CIS. 
At the summit of CIS interior ministers, Ukrainian In- 
terior Minister Yuriy Lutsenko and his delegation — 
all decked out in orange ties — refused to sign any 
documents. 

The reason is Russia’s official refusal to search for 
Thor Bakay, former head of the Directorate on State 
Affairs, attached to the executive, who is wanted in 
Ukraine on multiple criminal charges and the theft of 
over a quarter of a million dollars. Chernomyrdin has 
confirmed that Bakay has Russian citizenship. As 
Ukraine does not recognize dual citizenship, Kuchma’s 
promotion of Bakay to a senior position within the ex- 
ecutive was a major breach of Ukrainian legislation. 

Black Sea Fleet. Ukraine is applying the rule of law 
both domestically and in its relations with Russia. 


Tarasyuk is demanding that corrupt activities by Ше. 


Black Sea Fleet end, that the Fleet abides by previous 
agreements, returns property, and allows Ukrainian of- 
ficials access to all regions of Sevastopol. When 
Ukraine points to violations of agreements, Russia com- 
plains about “unfriendly acts” by Kyiv, Tarasyuk la- 
mented. But, he warned, “agreements must be observed. 
This rule applies to the Russian side also”. 

Free Trade. What Russia portrays as a “free-trade 
zone” in the CIS Single Economic Space is, according 
to Kyiv, actually a customs union. Ukraine is interested 
in a free-trade zone but rules out joining any customs 
union other than the EU. 

Sevastopol. Russia is returning to its 1990s rhetoric 
to support territorial claims on the Crimean port of 
Sevastopol. Again, the issue relates to whether 
Sevastopol was transferred to the Ukrainian SSR along 
with the Crimea in 1954. 

Tarasyuk warned that any Russian citizen agitating 
for separatism in Ukraine or acting as political agents 
in the 2006 elections could be declared persona non 
grata. “Any official must keep within certain limits 
while visiting other countries,” Tarasyuk said. He went 
on to remind Moscow “about the limits of hospitality 
and the norms of international law”. 

For this to happen, Moscow would have to first treat 
Ukraine as an independent state, which is unlikely to 
happen under Putin. 


Ukraine edges toward 
NATO membership talks 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian Foreign Minister Borys 
Tarasyuk told a news conference after a foreign-minis- 
ter level NATO-Ukraine meeting in Vilnius on April 
21 that Kyiv could complete the necessary military and 
political reforms for joining NATO within the three 
years, Ukrainian and international news agencies re- 
ported. 

NATO Secretary-General Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 

backed Kyiv’s NATO membership goal but refused to 
give a timetable. 
“NATO has invited Ukraine to begin...an intensified 
dialogue on  Ukraine’s aspirations to 
membership...without prejudice to any eventual alli- 
ance decision,” Reuters quoted Jaap de Hoop Scheffer 
as saying. 

“Tt would be the choice of Ukraine to choose its part- 
ners and it is the sovereign matter of Ukraine,” Rus- 
sian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said in Vilnius the 
same day.. 


to Southern Ukraine 
and Crimea 
By Taras Kuzio 


(Jamestown Foundation)}—Anatoliy Matvienko’s confirmation as prime 
minister of Crimea on April 20 follows an April 4 Odesa court decision to 
overturn the 2002 mayoral elections and confirm Eduard Hurfits as mayor. 
Both cases represent a strategic breakthrough by President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s team, as the predominantly Russophone Southern Ukraine 
and Crimean regions had voted for his opponent, Viktor Yanukovych in 
the 2004 presidential elections. 

Hurfits, a member of Yushchenko’s Our Ukraine bloc, won the 2002 
Odesa mayoral election, but the courts awarded the job to his opponent, 
Ruslan Bodelan, who backed then-president Leonid Kuchma. Bodelan is 
the head of the Regions of Ukraine Odesa branch, thus his replacement 
represents a second blow to Yanukovych, the head of Regions of Ukraine. 
The head of the party’s Donetsk oblast branch, Borys Коіезпукоу, was 
arrested on April 6. 

Crimean Prime Minister Serhiy Kunitsyn initially refused to resign, but 
was eventually enticed with the ceremonial position of presidential ad- 
viser. People’s Democratic Party (NDP) leader Valeriy Pustovoitenko, who 
had backed Yanukovych, complained that NDP member Kunitsyn’s resig- 
nation was a case of “political repression.” 

In reality, Kunitsyn was made an offer he could not refuse. As the Kyiv 
Weekly wrote, Kunitsyn had complained: “Every week 100 inspectors ar- 
rive from Kyiv. They said to me, either you leave or we’ll lock you up...” 
Files detailing Kunitsyn’s corrupt background, records that are likely avail- 
able for most members of Crimea’s ruling elites, were used to force his 
hand. 

Kunitsyn’s replacement, Matvienko, is a surprising choice, as he heads 
the pro-democratic Sobor Party, which merged with the Republican Party 
in 2002. Sobor was a member of Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko’s bloc 
in the 2002 elections. 

Western scholars and policymakers usually lump Southern and Eastern 
Ukraine into one monolithic Russophone geographic unit, yet the reality 
is more complex. The Yushchenko team understands the different regional 
dynamics at work in Ukraine and is strategically targeting Southem Ukraine 
ahead of the March 2006 parliamentary elections. 

Yushchenko’s strategic move into Southern Ukraine comes after his 
successful election campaign in Central Ukraine, the region that often 
decides the outcome of Ukrainian elections. Controlling Southern Ukraine 
could increase Yushchenko’s base from the 52% he obtained in the 2004 
elections to two-thirds in the next parliament. 

Southern Ukraine is less industrialized than Eastern Ukraine and there- 
fore less russified, with the exception of the Crimea. A Ukrainian Barom- 
eter poll gave Yanukovych 30.8% support in Southern Ukraine and the 
Crimea, only slightly more than Yushchenko’s 27.4%. 

In the largely agricultural Kherson oblast, Yushchenko and Yanukovych 
came neck-and-neck in all three rounds of last year’s elections. In Odesa 
and Mykolaiv oblasts, which are more industrial, Yushchenko obtained 
approximately one-third to Yanukovych’s two-thirds of the votes in all 
three rounds. 

In the Crimean Autonomous Republic, Yushchenko’s 12-16% votes were 
far lower than Yanukovych’s 69-82%. Nevertheless, these were far better 
than Yushchenko’s vote in Yanukovych’s home base of Donetsk, where 
he obtained 5% or less in all three rounds. 

This discrepancy between Donetsk and the Crimea was also reflected 
in the March 2002 parliamentary elections, which explains why the 
Yushchenko camp is targeting Southern Ukraine and the Crimea ahead of 
next year’s parliamentary race. 

As in Odesa, the political situation in the Crimea is now changing in 
Yushchenko’s favor. Yushchenko’s election led to the disintegration of the 
pro-Kuchma Stability faction in the Crimean parliament, which had num- 
bered 85 out of 100 deputies. As Stability faction leader Borys Deych 
explained, “The Crimea cannot live as a separate part of the state. Every- 
thing that is happening in Ukraine spreads to the Crimea”. 

As in the Ukrainian parliament, many former pro-Kuchma centrists in 
the regions are also reluctant to oppose Yushchenko. Deych confided, “We 
are not in opposition to the new authorities” and we “declare our support 
for the president’s course.” The former pro-Kuchma People’s Union “Sta- 
bility” (38), coupled with the newly created pro- Yushchenko Power in 
Unity (15), gives Yushchenko a majority of 53 out of 100 Crimean depu- 
ties. Matvienko became prime minister with 61 votes. The Power in Unity 
faction is headed by Anatoliy Burdyuhov, chief of a department at the 
National Bank of the Crimea. 

Ukrainian observers attribute Matvienko’s rise to the most-powerful 
position in the Crimea to two strategies. First, it gives Tymoshenko’s Bloc 
(which includes her own Fatherland Party as well as Sobor) a strong posi- 
tion from which to compete against Yanukovych’s party in 2006. 

Of the two pro-Kuchma forces in the 2002 elections, only Regions of 
Ukraine remains a potentially significant force in Southern Ukraine and 
the Crimea. The Communists (KPU) and the Social Democrats (SDPUo) 
have both disintegrated as political forces throughout Ukraine, after com- 
ing in first and second in the Crimea in 2002. 

The KPU is down from 20% in 2002 to only 5% today while the SDPUo’s 
support has collapsed even more from, 6% to only 1.2%, according 10 а 
new Razumkov Center poll. The SDPUo is the only party that loses po- 
tential voters when the name of its leader, Viktor Medvedchuk, is men- 
tioned. 

Second, Matvienko’s appointment will encourage the Tymoshenko bloc 
to cooperate with Yushchenko’s new People’s Union “Our Ukraine” party 
in the 2006 elections. Yuriy Kostenko’s Ukrainian People’s Party, which 
has refused to join People’s Union, had hoped to go into the elections with 
Sobor. 


again attack D & р 
before committee 


(UkrNews)—Ukrainian Canadians again challenged the 
Denaturalization and Deportation (D & D) policy, used to revoke the 
citizenship of innocent Canadians under the guise of hunting “alleged 
war criminals”, during the hearings of the Standing Committee on 
Citizenship and Immigration in Toronto, April 13. 

Alexandra Chyczyij on behalf of the National office of the Ukrainian 
Canadian Congress (UCC), William Pidkowich on behalf of the UCC’s 
Toronto Branch and Olya Odynsky as an individual, all made presentations 
calling for changes to the Citizenship Act that would prevent such judicial 
abuses. 

The presentations carried the same message as did previous ones made 
during the western leg of the committee’s tour of Canada. 

In Regina a submission was made by the Saskatchewan Provincial 
Council of the UCC, in Calgary by the UCC Calgary Branch and the 
Ukrainian Canadian Civil Liberties Association and in Edmonton by 
individuals Bill Pidruchney and Dr. William Zuzak (See Ukrainian News, 
April 13-26, 2005). 

Chycezyij said the provision that makes the citizenship of naturalized 
Canadians revocable for an indefinite period of time "сгеаїез two tiers of 
citizen— those who were born here and those who were not.” 

She added “‘it is the submission of the UCC that the serious shortcomings 
of the current legislation engage the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms.” 

7 “Tt is respectfully submitted that in order to ensure Charter scrutiny of 
the revocation process, the legislation must be amended to provide for 
full judicial hearings, with determination on the higher standard of beyond 
a reasonable doubt, with a full range of unfettered appellate review. 

“For many decades Canada has opened its doors to people of the world 
who came here in search of a tolerant and free society, based on democratic 
principles and the rule of law. I am confident that the members of this 
Standing Committee will propose changes that comply with those 
principles,” said Chyczyij. 

She said the UCC recommends that the Citizenship Act be amended to: 

¢ Eliminate the current system which 15 a broad administrative, non- 
judicial, and generally unappealable process for loss of citizenship; 

e Provide for a judicial process, free from political interference, with 
full rights of appeal, including the discretion to consider compassionate 
and humanitarian grounds in revocation cases; 

e Provide that the standard for determining cases of revocation be on 
the higher standard of beyond a reasonable doubt; 

« Provide for a limitation period of five years from the date of acquisition 
of citizenship, after which citizenship is irrevocable; 

Ensure that the process allows citizens to examine and challenge the 
reliability and probity of the evidence sought to be used against them; 

« Provide that after the expiry of the limitation period, all allegations of 
wrongdoing are prosecuted before Canadian courts in accordance with 
Canadian law. 

Pidkowich proposed similar recommendations as to changes in the 
Citizenship Act and also called upon the government to “immediately 
cease all pending Denaturalization and Deportation proceedings against 
Canadians who obtained Canadian Citizenship over half a century ago at 
least until the Minister of Citizenship and Immigration has an opportunity 
to review the report of this committee and make the necessary amendments 
to the Act under review.” 

He added the government “has been unable to convict one single 
Canadian of committing war crimes or crimes against humanity during 
WWII” and instead uses the D & D process “to address only the issue of 
whether a Canadian Citizen has obtained citizenship through 
misrepresentation that occurred over fifty years ago. The end result, 
however, is a barrage of newspaper and other media news-lines reporting 
that there are Ukrainian Nazi War Criminals in our midst.” 

Pidkowich urged the government to “use the Criminal Court to prosecute 
individuals who are alleged war criminals in accordance with Canadian 
Criminal Law (i.e. Canada’s Crimes Against Humanity and War Crimes 
Act) and, Canadian standards of evidence in criminal proceedings.” | 

“There should be no tolerance for former Soviet KGB evidence, 
inference and innuendo,” he added. 

Odynsky, whose father faces revocation of his citizenship even though 
he was never even charged with a war crime, stated that issues of war 
criminality belong in the Canadian criminal courts. “Using the Citizenship 
Act to win a case by lowering the standard to an administrative tribunal 
versus a fair trial at a higher standard in a criminal court is a perversion 
of Canadian justice,” she added. 

She recommended that the Citizenship Act be changed so that no 
revocation of any Canadian citizen’s citizenship once the citizenship has 
been granted. 

“Canada should not become a haven for war criminals, we all agree. 
But Canada’s citizens by choice should also not become forever hostage 
to the prejudices of the places and pasts they left to come here, or to the 
disinformation spread by others, whether out of ignorance or malice. Once 
anyone becomes a Canadian, following their application, screening and 
naturalization they should have the same privileges and responsibilities 
of Canadian citizenship as those born here. As well, they should have the 
right to face anyone who might accuse them of past wrongdoings in a 
Canadian criminal court of law and nowhere else. Canadian citizenship 

should not be so easily undone without just cause,” she said. 
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Ukrainian Canadians | Debate over war crimes gets heated 


Cont. from P. 1 


Holocaust. At the same time, they complain, the war- 
crimes unit has ignored a Stalinist slaughter that cost 
many millions of Eastern Europeans their lives. 

“You can’t suddenly say that we are going to look 
at this group but not this group,” said Lubomyr 
Luciuk, research director for the Ukrainian associa- 
tion. “Fools deny that there were collaborators on one 
side, but no collaborators on the other. There were 
collaborators in every single European country and 
in every group — some more voluntary than others.” 

Bernie Farber, executive director of the Canadian 
Jewish Congress, objects to the campaign. “What 
Lubomyr Luciuk and others are doing is trying to take 
the focus away from the incredible tragedy of the 
Jews.” 

The real aim of the Ukrainian campaign can only 
be to harm Jewish efforts to bring Nazi war criminals 
and collaborators to justice, and to “invite divisions 
between communities,” Mr. Farber said in an inter- 
view. 

“T think this is done for a very specific agenda — 
because of the fact that the list of Nazi enablers con- 
tains a significant number of Eastern Europeans on 
it. But you can’t erase history. If that’s what happened, 
that is what happened.” 

He said critics in the Ukrainian community appear 
to resent Jewish success in the hunt for Nazi war crimi- 
nals. 

Mr. Luciuk said it is a complete coincidence that 
the four individuals who have been targeted for at- 
tention are Jewish. “It’s not my fault that the four 
people who opened their mouths and bragged in the 
press, in books, happen to be of Jewish heritage.” 

The issue is complicated by the fact that the Sovi- 
ets were allies of Canada in the fight against Nazi 
Germany, but experts say Canada’s war-crimes effort 
was never intended to be a one-way street. 

William Fenrick, a Canadian working for the United 
Nations war-crimes commission in former Yugosla- 
via, said that unlike countries such as Australia — 
which target war criminals only from enemy regimes 
—Canadian war-crimes policy was intended to apply 
to any alleged war criminal, friend or foe. 

“If these people have committed war crimes, there 
is no reason І can think of that they shouldn’t be treated 
exactly the same way as the others were,” Mr. Fenrick 
said of the alleged Soviet war criminals. 

Peter Hargadon, a lawyer who spent two years 
working with the Deschénes Commission, agreed. He 
said that while the inquiry was undeniably inspired 
by strong lobbying from the Jewish community the 
war-crimes effort should not be restricted to Nazi war 
criminals. 

In a letter to the Ukrainian Civil Liberties Associa- 
tion in 2000, Terry Beitner, director of the war-crimes 
unit, said an individual is considered complicit in war 
crimes or crimes against humanity if he “contributes, 
directly or indirectly” to an offence or belonged to an 
organization during a time when it carried out atroci- 
ties. 

Mr. Beitner said the war-crimes unit faces a peren- 
nial difficulty in reconstructing what immigrants were 
asked — or not asked — during long-ago screening 
sessions. Most written records have long since disap- 
peared, and screening officers at each checkpoint 
didn’t necessarily ask the specific questions they were 
supposed to. 

Of the 26 alleged Nazi collaborators targeted by 
the war-crimes unit, a handful have been deported or 
left Canada voluntarily. Several more were found to 
have probably lied to gain entry but, for reasons that 
are unclear, their deportations remain stalled at the 
cabinet level. Several others died during court pro- 
ceedings, and three cases were dismissed for lack of 
evidence. 

Yet, there are no comparable cases involving So- 
viet collaborators. Mr. Luciuk insists that the imbal- 
ance shows that a succession of “small fry” were pur- 
sued to satisfy Jewish groups who portrayed Canada 
in the 1980s as a haven for Nazi war criminals. 

However, Mr. Farber said the very notion of “small 
fry” is contemptible when it comes to mass murder. 
“I’m not saying they pulled the trigger, but everybody 
who was involved was a member of a Nazi killing 
unit.” 

It is necessary to consider the history of the war- 
torn region to understand the racially sensitive un- 
dertones to the entire debate. 

When the Russians began to roll across German 
occupying forces in Eastern Europe toward the end 
of the Second World War, many Ukrainians had seri- 
ous doubts about their liberators. 

Before the war, millions of Ukrainians had perished 
as a result of Stalin’s forced collectivization policy. 
Hundreds of thousands more were executed or exiled 
to Siberian gulags, and stories of torture were abun- 
dant. As the war raged, some Ukrainians were not sure 


which occupier was worse — the Nazis or the Sovi- 
ets troops. 

However, Jews tended to see things in a different 
light. With their race being systematically wiped off 
by the Nazis, any Ukrainian who collaborated with 
the Germans was considered an enemy. 

Jewish survivors have repeatedly stressed the role 
of Ukrainians who acted as policemen and concen- 
tration camp guards, often portraying Ukrainians as 
anti-Semitic by nature, historian Orest Subtelny told 
a 1986 Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies sym- 
posium. 

In this light, Mr. Riwash’s stint with the Red Army 
secret police force — the NK VD — takes on a differ- 
ent hue. In his memoir, Mr. Riwash said that he was 
well aware of the fear his force created. 

“The mere approach of a uniformed man wearing 
the blue cap of the NK VD was enough to reduce even 
the most unworried civilian to a state of panic.” 

Mr. Riwash also hinted at the tangled welter of op- 
pression, revenge and rivalries that prevailed at the 
time in the Ukraine region. 

Besides Mr. Riwash and Mr. Kohn, the Ukrainian 
association has also targeted Israel Roitman, an al- 
leged Red Army collaborator, and Nadia Otsep — an 
84-year-old Montreal woman who was attached to the 
Soviet Red Army when it drove the Germans out of 
Ukraine. 

In their memoirs or in media interviews, all four 
have admitted being associated with violent acts car- 
ried out by the Soviets. 

Mr. Roitman’s admission came in an article he wrote 
several years ago in a Russian-Canadian periodical 
— Our View. He described the savage beating of a 
captured Ukrainian insurgent who was later executed. 

Ms. Otsep spoke of her role in the war to Montreal’s 
The Gazette. She said that as a doctor attached to the 
SMERSH secret police, her unit followed behind the 
Red Army infantry as it advanced through Ukraine in 
1943. It was her grisly task to jump into graves that 
unwilling conscripts had been forced to dig for them- 
selves, to ascertain that those inside were dead. 

Now a stooped, silver-haired immigrant living in a 
modest senior citizens’ home in Montreal, Ms. Otsep, 
84, told The Globe and Mail through an interpreter: 
“T had to do it,” she said. “There was a rule. You had 
to go into the army.” 

Mr. Beitner said the war-crimes unit typically con- 
ducts a full review of all serious cases. If it finds 
enough evidence to embark on the denaturalization 
and Citizenship and Immigration. 

While he stressed that he cannot discuss individual 
cases, Mr. Beitner said it is reasonable to assume that 
if no legal proceedings were launched, there was prob- 
ably insufficient evidence. 

Mr. Luciuk said the Ukrainian demands are mod- 
est. “We do not make the claim there are thousands of 
former NKVD or KGB or SMERSH people in 
Canada. We have no idea how many there are. But 
there are at least four people who have, in their own 
writings or public statements, indicated they were 
members of NK VD, KGB or SMERSH.” 

But Mr. Farber warned that making a case for de- 
portation is more difficult than it looks: “A person 
can damn themselves with their own words, but it still 
requires evidence. I can tell you that of the many cases 
we have reported, many were not borne out because 
there wasn’t the evidence.” 

Still, Mr. Luciuk argued that it is inconceivable that 
not one case has gone ahead involving a Soviet war- 
crimes collaborator. 

Meanwhile, at Mr. Riwash’s home, his nephew and 
legal guardian — Major Mark Zoledowski — said 
his uncle deserves much better than to be persecuted 
in his old age. “He actually brought many people to 
justice,” he said, proffering photographs of Mr. 
Riwash with Prime Minister Paul Martin and former 
prime minister Jean Chrétien. 

“He was recognized for these accomplishments by 
the state of Israel,” Major Zoledowski added. “In the 
Holocaust museum, they have a space devoted to 
him.” 

Mr. Kohn, 86, and his wife, Anna, are living in a 
Spartan flat a few blocks away. After immigrating to 
Canada in 1976, Mr. Kohn worked as a watchmaker 
until he retired in 1994. Mrs. Kohn agreed to speak 
on behalf of her husband, who she said was unwell. 

The Russians were not as bad as many believe they 
were — and the partisans who helped them out were 
fighting “for freedom for humanity,” Mrs. Kohn said. 

“They should treat him better because of what he 
did for humanity. The partisans didn’t go to kill people; 
they served them. Do you think it was a pleasure to 
live in the woods? 
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Husar speaks about 
Patriarchate, Orthodox 
dialogue, new Pope 


(RISU)—Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrainian Greek Catho- 
lic Church (UGGC), spoke about the matter of a patriarchate for the UGCC 
and Catholic-Orthodox dialogue, and the possible role of Pope Benedict 
XVI in these matters, reported the Press Service of the UGCC, April 22. 

“J think that the key issue here is the issue of ‘radical steps,’” said 
Cardinal Husar. “We are not expecting any radical changes in the struc- 
ture of our church, or any unforeseen new approaches. The patriarchate 
status is not a matter of radical change. The patriarchate, the patriarchal 
structure, is a normal way of existence, a normal structure of any Eastern 
church with its own law [sui juris]. And every church, as it develops and 
grows, comes to a certain point where the completion of this structure is 
quite natural, and not in any way radical.” 

Cardinal Husar also said that he thinks Pope Benedict XVI is well ac- 
quainted with the matter of patriarchates generally, and especially the 
UGCC Patriarchate, since discussion of this issue in the Roman Curia 
was requested by the late Pope John Paul П. The cardinal also said that 
the issue of a UGCC Patriarchate was recognized as absolutely legiti- 
mate, not as an unheard radical change, which is why we should expect a 
normal further development of the matter, especially considering that it 
has been developing for so many years. 

“Pope John Paul П of blessed memory did more that just confirm that a 
patriarchate for our church is justified and canonically right. He said he 
wanted to proclaim it himself. He did not get to do this for lack of time 
and life. However, the matter is moving, and I can foresee no special 
holdups and difficulties in the process,” said Cardinal Husar. 

Cardinal Husar also expressed his thoughts on the new Pope’s role in 
the development of Catholic-Orthodox dialogue. 

“T am certain that the new Pope, Benedict XVI, will be interested in the 
issue of Christian unity,” the cardinal said. “He said this unequivocally in 
his first address to the cardinals who gathered in Rome. It’s quite natural: 
whoever considers himself a Christian, especially a leader of this level, 
cannot ignore the important matter of Christian unity. This is not a matter 
of personal likes, it is a matter of living according to God’s law. The 
church must be one: so it was conceived and founded by Jesus Christ. 
And every Christian, as far as they are able, should work on effectively 
promoting the coming together of Christians.” 

In addition, Cardinal Husar stressed that this dialogue should not take 
the form of political agreements or compromises, but rather should be a 
manifestation of a sincere wish to fulfill God’s will together. “The Pope 
of Rome cannot limit himself to one church or some part of the needs 
facing it. He must be open to all needs, and the need of unity among 
Christians is an extremely important, significant matter,” said the cardi- 
nal. 


Pope blesses president, 
Ukrainian people 


(RISU)—Ukrainian State Secretary Oleksandr Zinchenko, special rep- 
resentative of the president, attended Pope Benedict XVI’s inauguration 
ceremony on April 24. Zinchenko had a short conversation with the Pope, 
during which he passed on greetings and best wishes from President Viktor 
Yushchenko. The Pope, in turn, passed a blessing to the president and the 
people of Ukraine. 

While in Rome, Zinchenko visited the Ukrainian church of Sts. Sergius 
and Bacchus and met with Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of the Ukrai- 
nian Greek Catholic Church, and Ukrainian Greek Catholic bishops. 
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Cardinal Husar asks faithful 
to pray for new Pope 


(RISU/UDCC Press Office)— | 
Cardinal Lubomyr Husar, head of | 
the Ukrainian Greek Catholic | 
Church (UGCC), made public а let- || 


ter to the hierarchs, clergy and faith- 
ful of the UGCC on April 20 in 
Rome. 

In the letter, he asked the faithful 
to join the Catholics of the world on 
April 24, inauguration day for the 
new Pope, in common prayer for a 
good pontificate for Benedict XVI. 

"І want... to thank you all heart- 


ily for your prayers for the repose | 


of the soul of Pope John Paul II, and 


for your prayers for the election of 


anew Pope. Heartfelt thanks to you 
all. On Sunday, 24 April, many of 


you will be watching the Pope’s іп- | 


augural Mass on television screens. 
In those moments, I ask you to join 
the entire Catholic world in prayers 
that the pontificate of Pope Benedict 
XVI may be good for the Church 
and for the entire world,” wrote the 
cardinal. 

The UGCC will especially pray 
for the intention of the new Pope on 
Sunday, May 8. Special services will 
be held in all churches. 

“The success of our human efforts 
depends on God’s blessing that we 
pray to receive from Him. More- 
over, success in a task as big as the 
Petrine ministry of the new Pope of 
Rome requires prayerful support 
from the entire church. That is why 
I ask you all to pray in the intention 
of His Holiness Benedict XVI, es- 
pecially on this day of our common 
supplications, but also later, when 
we remember him in prayer in our 
liturgical services,” the address 
reads. 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger was 
elected the 265th Pope on April 19, 
and taken the name Pope Benedict 
XVI. 

The new Pope, who has fre- 
quently spoken of the need for a res- 
toration of Christian faith in Europe, 
apparently chose his name in honor 
of St. Benedict, the patron of Eu- 
rope, who founded the religious or- 
der that put the Christian stamp on 
European culture. 

Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger, Pre- 
fect of Congregation for the Doc- 
trine of the Faith, President of the 
Pontifical Biblical Commission and 
International Theological Commis- 
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Pope Benedict XVI celebrates his installation Mass in St. Peter's Square 
at the Vatican, Sunday, April 24, 2005. An estimated 500,000 pilgrims 
arrived in Rome for the ceremony to formally install Pope Benedict XVI 
and offer the pontiff a major chance to set the tone for his papacy. U.S. 
Cardinal Edward Michael Egan and Ukrainian Cardinal Lubomyr Husar 


are visible at far left. (AP Photo/Andrew Medichini) 


sion, Dean of the College of Cardi- 
nals, was born on April 16, 1927 in 
Marktl am Inn, Germany . He was 
ordained a priest on June 29, 1951. 

His father, a police officer, came 
from a traditional family of farmers 
from Lower Baviera. He spent his 
adolescent years in Traunstein, and 
was called into the auxiliary anti- 
aircraft service in the last months of 
World War II. From 1946 to 1951, 
the year in which he was ordained a 
priest and began to teach, he stud- 
ied philosophy and theology at the 
University of Munich and at the 
higher school in Freising. In 1953 
he obtained a doctorate in theology 
with a thesis entitled: “The People 
and House of God in St. Augustine’s 
doctrine of the Church”. Four years 
later, he qualified as a university 
teacher. He then taught dogma and 
fundamental theology at the higher 
school of philosophy and theology 
of Freising, then in Bonn from 1959 
to 1969, Miinster from 1963 to 1966, 
Tubinga from 1966 to 1969. From 
1969, he was a professor of dog- 
matic theology and of the history of 
dogma at the University of 
Regensburg and Vice President of 
the same university. 

Already in 1962 he was well 
known when, at the age of 35, he 


became a consultor at Vatican Coun- 
cil II, of the Archbishop of Cologne, 
Cardinal Joseph Frings. Among his 
numerous publications, a particular 
post belongs to the ‘Introduction to 
Christianity’, a collection of univer- 
sity lessons on the profession of ap- 
ostolic faith, published in 1968; 
Dogma and revelation, an anthology 
of essays, sermons and reflections 
dedicated to the pastoral ministry, 
published in 1973. 

In March 1977, Paul VI elected 
him Archbishop of Munich and 
Freising and on May 28, 1977 he 
was consecrated, the first diocesan 
priest after 80 years to take over the 
pastoral ministry of this large Ba- 
varian diocese. 

He was proclaimed Cardinal by 
Paul МІ in the consistory of June 27, 
1977. 

On Nov. 25 1981 he was nomi- 
nated by John Paul II Prefect of the 
Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith; President of the Biblical Com- 
mission and of the Pontifical Inter- 
national Theological Commission. 

He was elected Vice Dean of the 
College of Cardinals, Nov. 6, 1998. 
On Nov. 30, 2002, the Holy Father 
approved his election, by the order 
of cardinal bishops, as Dean of the 
College of Cardinals. 


Ukrainian Orthodox 
USA greet new Pope 


(RISU)—Archbishop Antony, president of the consistory of the Ukrai- 


nian Orthodox Church of the USA (UOC USA), sent a message of con- 
gratulations with an assurance of prayers on behalf of the church’s hier- 
archs, clergy, and laity to Pope Benedict XVI, on the occasion of his elec- 
tion to the sacred office of bishop of the Holy See of Rome and patriarch 
of the West. The text of the message, dated April 19, follows. 

“As members of the world-wide Orthodox Christian community, Ukrai- 
nian Orthodox Christians have prayerfully followed the events culminat- 
ing in Your Holiness’s election to the sacred office of Bishop of the Holy 
See of Rome and Patriarch of the West. 

“His Beatitude Metropolitan Constantine, Primate of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of the United States of America, His Eminence Arch- 
bishop Vsevolod of Chicago and the Western Eparchy and the undersigned 
Archbishop of New York and Washington, DC and Bishop of the Eastern 
Eparchy, convey personal assurances of prayers and those of the vener- 
able clergy and devout faithful entrusted to our Archpastoral and adminis- 
trative care. May the grace of the All Holy and Life-giving Spirit guide 
and strengthen Your Holiness as you commence the work, which the same 
All Holy Spirit has called upon you to accomplish. 

“Tn an era when the waves of secularism strike against the Holy Church, 
attempt to topple it, and configure it to the standards of secular society, we 
the Bishops, clergy and faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the 
USA pray that like, the Holy Apostle Peter, Your Holiness will confirm 
the brethren of the Holy Church of Rome in the Faith and cooperate with 
the All Holy Spirit in bringing unity to what your predecessor of blessed 
memory called ‘the two lungs’ of the Church of Christ,” reads Archbishop 
Anthony’s greeting. 
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Iconography Workshop 


Fifteen students participated in the Iconography Workshop run by Father Damien Higgins at St. Nicholas 
Ukrainian Catholic Parish in Edmonton, April 22-25. In these workshops, which Fr. Damien, from the Holy 
Transfiguration Monastery in Redwood, California, a Ukrainian Catholic monastery, which falls under the 
Jurisdiction of the Eparchy of Chicago, runs annually, students are taught not only the art of writing icons, but 
also their spiritual significance. Fr. Damien explains that the art of iconography is different from creative art, 
because where creative artists seek to express themselves in their art, the iconographer seeks to communicate 
our Faith. Pictured above, front row left to right: Sonia Pryma, Fr. Damien, Harvey Spak, Lesia Levytsky. 
Back row left to right: Barbara Hlus, Oksana Atwood, Namisha Hlus, Olga Hlus, Theresa Hlus, Sally Sielski, 
Phyllis Kalynchuk. Missing: Katherine Zrymiak, Sally Fraser, Wendy Lickacz Melanie Kruger, Michelle Spak. 


Mohyla offers Dzherelo 


Ukrainian cultural immersion program for high school students 


By Al Kachkowski 

Dzherelo serves as Canada’s fin- 
est Ukrainian cultural and language 
immersion program. This year the 
program takes place July 3—August 
5, 2005. Located at Mohyla Insti- 
tute in Saskatoon its enrolled stu- 
dents (ages 13 — 17) stay in resi- 
dence for 5 weeks, and develop a 
strong sense of fellowship. Guided 
by live-in qualified councilors, the 
students also participate in cultural 
activities including traditional 
Ukrainian singing and dancing, 
crafts, and instrumental music (stu- 
dents learn to play the bandura and 
also may participate in the Dzhere- 
lo orchestra). The program con- 
cludes with a concert put on by the 
students, which never fails to im- 
press parents and the audience with 
the quality of the presentation us- 
ing remarkable skills learned in 5 
short weeks. 

Students attain a high school cred- 
it for grades 9, 10, 11, or 12 Ukrai- 
nian language, taught by certified 
teachers. Classes take place in the 
morning, and are as entertaining as 
they are educational. 

Students have the opportunity to 
develop their conversational skills; 
however, one needs no background 
in Ukrainian language to enroll and 
participate at the beginners’ level. 
Scholarships are awarded to stu- 
dents who excel in their language 
classes. 

Several excursions are coordinat- 
ed by the staff and involve travel 
both within Saskatoon and through- 
out the province. Socials and danc- 
es (with Ukrainian music!) are co- 
ordinated weekly. 

Now inits 35 year, the program 
creates proud, young Ukrainians and 
unites students from across Canada 
and parts of the USA. The friend- 
ships made at Mohyla are special 
and often last for life. 

The following are some com- 
ments by former students about the 
program: 

“Mohyla was definitely the source 
of most of my character building as 
a teenager. It sparked an instant 
pride in my culture, which inspired 
creativity and music. The memories 


I have from time spent at Mohyla 
are irreplaceable.” Canadian Idol 
runner-up Theresa Sokyrka, Saska- 
toon. 

“My three summers at Mohyla 
have instilled in me a sense of my- 
self and my immense pride in being 
Ukrainian. It has enriched my life.” 
Adam Shipowick, Milton, ON. 

“T’ve soaked in so much Ukrai- 
nian stuff, my mom will faint.” 
Nathan Martindale, Winnipeg. 

“Back home our friends don’t un- 
derstand why we keep coming back 
for more every year and what we 
have here, together. We can never 
have friends like this back home 
who are so close and who know us 
and feel the same way we do.” Maria 
Feloniuk, Windsor. 

“More and more today languages 
and cultures are assimilated in mod- 
ern day society. We, however, have 
learned the importance of preserv- 
ing our national pride by passing it 
down through the generations”. An- 


drew Curr, Fort Frances, ON 

“Most of came here as young Ca- 
nadians, but we are leaving as young 
Ukrainian Canadians....” Juliann 
Rosizky, Burlington. 

“This Ukrainian camp was the 
best camp I ever went to. I met the 
most and best people, sang great 
songs, and had fun dancing. I even 
played the bandura for the first 
time.” Stephan Harasymchuk, 
Vonda, SK 

“We are in awe of all our 
"орікипу" (councilors), not only be- 
cause if their musical abilities, but 
also for their ability to make us 
laugh, feel comfortable, and create 
the family atmosphere that we have 
at Mohyla”. Leanna Wachniak, 
Saskatoon. 

Clearly this program impacts 
strongly on young people. For more 
information, please contact Mohyla 
Institute at 306-653-1944, e-mail 
mohyla@sasktel.net or visit the fol- 
lowing link: http://www.mohyla.ca/ 
summer.htm. 


Invest in the Future of Ukrainian 
Scholarship by Supporting the 
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singing, language, cooking, music and crafts. 
Recreation includes sports, swimming, socials 
and weekend excursions. 
Grades 9 to 12 credit classes in Ukrainian 
language are offered. 
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Сидять: Бувша і теперішна управа АТЗУК. Посередині: П. Саварин і 0. Ільницький. 


АТЗУК вибрало нову управу 


П. Саварин 

На загальних зборах Альбертського 
товариства збереження української 
культури (АТЗУК), які відбулися 17 
березня в Пластовому домі, вибрано нову 
управу. У зборах взяли участь 22 особи, в 
тому числі всі 13 членів дирекції. Головою 
вибрано Олега Ільницького, заступником 
Михайла Саварина, писарем Богдана Горі- 
ха, а скарбником Юрія Котовича. Петра 
Саварина вибрано до управи як бувшого 
голову. На місце недавно помершої член-- 
кині Віри Кунди до дирекції вибрано Бог- 
дана Горіха, ана місце Дмитра Тодосійчука, 
який попросив о звільнення через поганий 
зір - Богдана Кліда. На один рік до дирекції 
були вибрані: Бенедикт Блавацький, Олег 
Ільницький, Петро Саварин і Богдан Клід, 
на два роки: Мирон Базюк, Мирон 
Стефанів, Люба Бойко- Белл, Оля Саварин 
і Богдан Горіх, а на три роки: Дарця Васа- 
раб-Ролланд, Іван Стадник, Юрій Котович, 
Софія Скрипник і Михайло Саварин. 

Зборами, по традиції, керували голова 
Петро Саварин, і секретар Оля Саварин. 
Вони почалися однохвилинною мовчанкою 
у пам'ять Віри Кунди. Після схвалення по-- 
рядку зборів і протоколу із минулорічних 
загальних зборів, який відчитала Оля 
Саварин, присутні вислухали звіти членів 
уступаючої управи: скарбника Дарці Baca— 

me 


раб-Ролланд, Олі Саварин i Петра Савари- 
на. Фінансовий звіт АТЗУК з кінцем люто-- 
го 2005 р. виказав $500.00 на конті касіна, 
а512,454.00 на загальному конті, в тій сумі 
$3,265,00 (з похоронів, замість квітів на 
могилу) на «сиріт Чорнобиля». 

Кінчаючи свій звіт, Петро Саварин з 
приємністю подав до відома, що на 25 років 
свойого існування, АТЗУК зібрало i роз- 
дало на різні добрі цілі і проєкти два міль-- 
они доларів. Він також подякував всім чле - 
нам дирекції за щиру співпрацю, а зокрема 
Олі Саварин, яка організувала, і всім 
добровольцям, які працювали, при касіно. 
Після уділення відходячій управі абсолю-- 
торії i виборів двох нових членів до дирек-- 
ції, Петро Саварин закрив загальні збори і 
відкрив звичайні, на яких і вибрано подану 
вище управу. За номінаційний комітет (в 
складі: Олег Ільницький, Богдан Медвідсь- 
кий, Люба Бойко-Белл і Михайло Сава- 
рин) звітував Олег Ільницький. Після цьо-- 
го, попросив о слово Мирон Стефанів, i 
сказав: «Ми відкрили сьогодні нову сторін-- 
ку в історії нашого товариства 1 я пропоную 
дати Петрові 1 Олі Саварин за їх довголітню 
працю окреме признання», а присутні CxBa— 
лили його пропозицію оплесками. Бажа- 
ючи новій управі успіхів, словами гимну із 
майдану в Києві «разом нас багато! нас не 
подолати!», Петро Саварин закрив збори. 
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Члени едмонтонського відділу ОУК. 


Загальні збори 
едмонтонського відділу OYK 


Ірина Карпенко 

Hi для кого не є секретом, що українсь- 
кий народ славен своїми жінками: вишука-- 
ними майстринями, люблячими матерями, 
мудрими громадськими діячами. Саме такі 
українські жінки - невтомні ентузіасти 
своєї справи створили 1 тримають на своїх 
тендітних плечах осередок, української 
культури, освіти та невмирущої народної 
творчості, який уособлює в собі маленьку 
часточку рідної неньки-України на канад-- 
ській землі. В той час, коли українська 
держава, позбавлена будь-яких фізичних 
ознак та державної мови, існувала лише як 
віртуальна реальність, тут на гостинній 
альбертській землі зросла і розквітла Ma— 
ленька Україна зі своїми глибинними Ha— 
родними традиціями, мовною та культур- 
ною спадщиною. 

Неможливо точніше, ніж віршовані ряд-- 
ки поета Олександра Коницького, oxapak— 
теризувати невтомну та кропітку працю 
пратріоток рідної культури - членкинь 
Організації Українок Канади їм. Ольги 
Басараб в місті Едмонтоні: 

Блажен, хто гордощів не має, 

В кого дух кривди не сидить; 

Хто в скринях золота не дбає, 

Хто на громаду звик робить. 

Саме цими рядками з поеми «Проповідь 
на горі» розпочала підсумкове урочисте 
засідання організації Марія Мирутенко. 
Неформальна дружня обстановка, життєві 
поради та ділові доповіді - все це є неод- 
мінною складовою кожних зборів жінок- 
однодумців. Не були винятком і загальні 
річні збори, які проходили 20 лютого 2005 
року. Збори розпочала голова ОУК Люба 
Бойко-Белл і все шановне панство приєд- 
налося до її пропозиції відкрити засідання 
молитвою та вшануванням вічної пам'яті 
членкин, яких вже нема з нами. Головою 
зборів було обрано Олю Цибульську, сек-- 
ретарем Марію Мирутенко. Після звітів 
управи розгорілися гарячі дискусії 3 приво-- 
ду вирішення поточних питань. Було oOpa— 
но нову управу ОУК в Едмонтоні, в склад 
якої увійшли: Голова - Люба Бойко-Белл, 
Заступник голови - Марія Мирутенко, 
Секретар - Маруся Дутка, Протоколист — 
Слава Йопик, Скарбник - Каті Бел-Рабко, 
Скарбник касіно - Оля Цибульська, Рефе- 


рентка касіно - Слава Йопик, Референтка 
Господарчого комітету - Марія Гошко, 
Референтка Культурного комітету - Слава 
Гладун, Контрольна комісія - Анна Стівен, 
Тамара Воротиленко, Люба Федущак, 
Телефоністка - Лілея Мельниченко. 

Новообрана Голова ОУК подякувала за 
самовіддану працю всім членкиням органі - 
зації, оскільки минулий рік видався надзви-- 
чайно багатим на події. Святкові концерти, 
насичені виступами танцюристів, музикан-- 
тів та співаків; надзвичайно цікаві вечори 
українського кіно; чаруюча, немов застигла 
музика, виставка килимів талановитого 
художника Михайла Біласа та мистецьке 
свято «Українська мозаїка»; змістовні лі- 
тературні вечори; ліричні й водночас до- 
тепні театралізовані спектаклі українсь - 
кого драматичного ансамблю «Сузір'я» - 
це лише мала частка безперервної низки 
акцій, які влаштовувала і підтримувала 
Організація Українок Канади в місті Ед- 
монтоні. Дитячий драматичний гурток 
«Джерело» та молодіжний оркестр «Чай- 
ка» - юнацькі творчі колективи, що роз- 
квітли за підтримки OYK, а в планах ще й 
створення молодіжного хору. 

Представники ОУК брали участь в кон- 
ференції «Будуємо майбутнє» та в симпо-- 
зиумі «Інтеграція східноєвропейських жі- 
нок в канадське суспільство», які влашто-- 
вувала Провінційна рада КУК, а також у 
конференціях ОУК та УНО в Торонто. Ор- 
ганізація також веде постійну благодій- 
ницьку діяльність, підтримуючи дітей-си-- 
ріт в Україні та виділюючи кошти на ліку-- 
вання хрових. Її чисельність незмінно росте 
за рахунок нових ентузіасток жіночого 
руху. 

В світлі останніх подій «помаранчевої 
революції» в Україні, ОУК внесла й свій 
внесок у загальну справу відбудови спра- 
ведливого суспільства в державі. 

Збори закінчено піснею «Ще не вмерла 
Україна», яка є гимном невмирущої україн-- 
ської душі, що за будь-яких умов гідна 
зберегти свої традиції, щоб предати їх 
наступним поколінням. 

Блажен, хто сіє у народі 

Зерно найкраще на землі: 

Зерно любові, братерства, згоди 

В громаді, в хаті і всім'ї. 


Пінчук продасть Укрсоцбанк росіянам? 


(Українська правда/Інтерфакс-Україна) 
--Власники Укрсоцбанку (Київ) ведуть 
переговори про його продаж стратегічному 
інвестору, повідомив голова правління 
Укрсоцбанку Борис Тимонькин 24-го 
квітня. 

"Банком цікавляться три потенційних 
інвестори: один - з Росії, два - із західних 
країн. Ми себе показали, розкрили все, що 
від нас залежало. Переговори перебувають 
у тій стадії, коли говорити про обсяг пакета 
або суми угоди завчасно", - сказав він. 

У пресі одним із імовірних покупців 
Укрсоцбанку називається російський Аль - 
фа-Банк. У його дочірній структурі в 


Україні - в Альфа-банк (Україна) - поки 
не коментують ситуацію. 

Укрсоцбанк зареєстрований в 1990 році. 
За даними Нацбанку України (НБУ), на 
початок року за розміром загальних акти-- 
вів банк посідав четверте місце (7,068 млрд. 
грн.) серед 160 банків, які діяли в Україні. 
Статутний капітал Укрсоцбанку становив 
70 млн. грн., власний капітал - 910 млн. 
грн., кредитний портфель - 4,171 млрд. грн., 
фінансовий результат за 2004 рік - 85,7 
млн. грн. 

Депутат Віктор Пінчук, який є зятем екс- 
президента Леоніда Кучми, володіє 40% 
акцій Укрсоцбанку. 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, April 27 - May10, 2005, 27 квітня 10 травня, 2005 


UCPBAT, CUIAS points included | Yushchenko presents 
in government announcement 


(UkrNews)—Five days after he 
made a presentation to the Standing 
Committee on Citizenship and Im- 
migration, Ron Chyczyij, Board 
Member and Government Affairs 
Liaison for the Ukrainian Canadian 
Professional and Business Associa- 
tion of Toronto, was surprised to see 
that three of his recommendations 
were contained in the changes an- 
nounced by Citizenship and Immi- 
gration Minister Joe Volpe. 

"І was flattered,’ he told Ukrai- 
nian News. 

These recommendations in- 
cluded: 

¢ Increasing the yearly quota for 
parents and grandparents reunifica- 
tion to 18,000 per year (up from the 
current 5500); 

« Devoting more money to clear 
up the backlog of applications; and 

« Allowing foreign students to 
work off-campus and for a 1 to 2 
year period in Canada after gradua- 
tion. 

Among the other recommenda- 
tions Chyczyij made in his brief, 
submitted during the committee’s 
Toronto hearings April 13, was a call 
for including allowing family reuni- 
fication for “extended families’” 
granting landed immigrant status for 
“illegals” or undocumented work- 
ers; and reinstating “family business 
job offers’. 

In arguing for an “extended fam- 


ily” sponsorship class which would 
include uncles, aunts, cousins, neph- 
ews, nieces, in-laws and the like, 
Chyczyij said “such new category 
could have more stringent sponsor- 
ship requirements to eliminate per- 
ceived abuse, such as the granting 
of a temporary residency permit 
only renewable and made perma- 
nent after three years upon proof of 
self-sufficiency.” 

In the case of undocumented 
workers, Chyczyij said Canada is 
loosing hundreds of thousands of 
dollars of income tax dollars annu- 
ally to the underground economy. 

“These underground workers are 
already in Canada. They have 
proven that their skills are valuable; 
and they can find and keep gainful 
employment,” he added. 

As for reinstating the Family 
Business Job Offer Program, 
Chyczyij said was is “an effective 
way to promote family reunification 
while supporting small businesses.” 

“Also as often noted successful 
small businesses are one of the best 
sources of new job creation. This 
will have spin-off effect for the over- 
all economy. New businesses have 
a large failure rate in the start up 
phase. Assistance of a trusted fam- 
ily member in this critical phase may 
make the difference between failure 
and success. * 

In his verbal submission to the 


Volpe announces measures to 
speed up sponsorship applications 


(UkrNews)—Joe Volpe, Minister of Citizenship and Immigration, on 
April 18 announced measures to speed up the processing of sponsorship 
applications for parents and grandparents coming to Canada as family 


class immigrants. 


With these new measures in place, it is expected that in both 2005 and 


committee, Evhen Duvalko, Board 
Member of the Canadian Ukrainian 
Immigrant Aid Society, also called 
upon the government to reverse its 
low priority processing of the paren- 
tal sponsorships and devote ad- 
equate resources to quickly deal 
with the cases pending, one of the 
new measures announced by Volpe. 

He stated that the deprioritization 
of parental and grandparental spon- 
sorships, occurred quietly in sum- 
mer of 2003, was wrong for several 
reasons: 

» Unfair treatment of the sponsor 
and sponsored immigrants who sub- 
mitted their applications in good 
faith and were given no notice or 
warning that their files could be ig- 
nored for up to a decade. 

» Canada will no longer look as 
attractive a destination for skilled 
economic workers and that cultur- 
ally, immigrants from Ukraine, con- 
sider the family unit to include par- 
ents and grandparents. Many of 
these sponsors are recent skilled 
worker immigrants who believed 
that they could expect to have their 
parents with them as soon as they 
themselves were financially secure. 

» Economic costs to having раг- 
ents overseas. Adult children in 
Canada have to split their focus and 
their finances to support overseas 
parents. Money leaves Canada. 

e Economic benefit of parents. 
Canada’s policy seams to artificially 
separate economic immigrants with 
their perceived benefits to Canada 
and family reunification with its 
economic costs. Many of the spon- 
sored parents that CUIAS helps to 
immigrate to Canada are younger 
than what we typically see in Cana- 
dian parents. This means that these 
sponsored are still of working age 
and often are gainfully soon after ar- 
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Transdniester peace plan 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s President Viktor Yushchenko has presented a 
peace plan for Moldova’s breakaway Transdniester region calling for a 
larger role for the United States and the European Union, Infotag reported 
on April 22. 

Yushchenko’s proposal, presented at the GUUAM summit meeting in 
Chisinau, calls for parliamentary elections in Transdniester that are moni- 
tored by Russia, the United States, the EU, and the Council of Europe. 

Yushchenko also said that an international force under the auspices of 
the OSCE should replace Russian troops in the region. Additionally, he 
called for the United States and the EU to become engaged in the negoti- 
ating process, for international monitors at Transdniester’s military sites, 
and for OSCE observers to monitor the territory’s borders. 

Both Moldovan and Transdniester authorities welcomed Yushchenko’s 
proposal for resolving the dispute and said they will give the plan serious 
consideration, Moldovan and Russian news agencies reported on April 22. 

“We welcome the proposal of Viktor Yushchenko to invite observers 
from the United States, the EU, the OSCE, Russia, Ukraine, and other 
countries to the [Transdniester] regional elections,” ITAR-TASS quoted 
Grigorii Marakutsa, speaker of Transdniester’s parliament as saying. 
Moldova’s President Vladimir Voronin said he takes the Ukrainian pro- 
posal very seriously, and will scrutinize it in detail, Infotag reported. 

Yushchenko also proposed in Chisinau that GUUAM become a full- 
fledged regional organization with a headquarters and other necessary 
structures, Infotag reported on April 22. 

“The philosophy of this organization should be based on three pillars 
— democracy, economic development, and security. We all adhere to the 
principles of European and Euro-Atlantic integration, and should unite 
efforts to attain these goals,” Yushchenko said. 

Some observers view GUUAM (Georgia, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, 
Azerbaijan, and Moldova) as a potential challenger to the Moscow-domi- 
nated Commonwealth of Independent States. Yushchenko also repeated 
his suggestion to create a GUUAM free-trade zone, which he said would 
create the conditions for greater stability and security in the region. 


Ukraine, Romania set to end border spat 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko met with his Ro- 
manian counterpart, Traian Basescu, in Bucharest on April 21, RFE/RL’s 
Ukrainian Service reported. 

“We both believe that we need to boost mutual trust,” 
Yushchenko as saying after his meeting with Basescu. 

Both presidents reportedly pledged to tackle bilateral disputes such as 
the delimitation of an oil-rich continental shelf in the Black Sea around 
Serpents Island and a Ukrainian project to use a shipping canal in the 
Danube Delta. They also said they will set up a commission to cooperate 
in solving the conflict in Moldova’s separatist Transdniester region and 
in monitoring ethnic minority issues in both states. 

“We will create a Basescu- Yushchenko commission which will tackle 


Reuters quoted 


2006, the number of parents and grandparents immigrating to Canada will 
increase by an additional 12,000 each year. This triples the original 6,000 
forecasted for 2005, says the Department of Citizenship and Immigration 
in a press release. 

Volpe also announcing that Citizenship and Immigration Canada (CIC) 
will be more flexible in issuing multiple-entry visitor visas to parents and 
grandparents. This will allow them to visit their families in Canada while 
their sponsorship applications are in process, as long as they are able to 
prove that they are visiting temporarily. Regular security and health screen- 
ing will still apply and some parents and grandparents may require health 
coverage to be admissible to Canada. 

“Today’s announcement will help CIC ease inventory pressures in the 
short term while working with the provinces, territories and communities 
on finding longer term solutions,” said Volpe. 

He also said the government of Canada is investing $36 million a year 
over two years to increase processing of parent and grandparent applica- 
tions and to cover integration costs once they arrive in Canada. 

“This is one step in the right direction, but the proof in the pudding is 
when all the visa officials are treating applicants equally,” said Bill Diachuk, 
president of Ukrainian Canadian Social Services (Edmonton). 

He added that the UCSS in its April 7 submission before the Standing 

_ Committee on Citizenship and Immigration called for a broadening of 
family sponsorship to include people of working age such as brothers and 
sisters. 


Demjanjuk’s last appeal nixed 


A federal appeals court rejected the argument of John Demjanjuk that 
he’s a victim of mistaken identity and that the government has a document 
that could help prove it, reported the Associated Press on April 22. 

The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati on April 20 ruled 
against retired autoworker Demjanjuk, 84, whose legal fight spans nearly 
a quarter century. He had contended that the Justice Department has a 
letter he wrote in 1941 to his parents in the Ukraine and signed “Vanya,” 
the informal form of his first name, Ivan. 

His appeal insisted the handwriting differs from that of an Ivan 
Demjanjuk signature on a Nazi guard training camp identification card in 
1943 and that the Justice Department ignored an obligation to find experts 
to examine the two signatures. 

Demjanjuk has maintained he was captured by the German army and 
held as a prisoner of war. 

The appeals court concluded Demjanjuk could have raised the hand- 
writing issue in the early 1980s, during or shortly after the government’s 
first case to revoke his citizenship in 1981. The appeals court noted “the 
time has long passed for him to seek relief.” 

Demjanjuk’s citizenship was restored in 1998 and removed again in 
2002. His trial lawyer, John Broadley, declined to comment on April 23 
on the appeals court ruling. 


riving to Canada. the most painful bilateral problems,” Yushchenko said. 


PROGRAM featuring: 


- Guest Speaker - Peter Shostak, "у 


- Entertainment 
- Auctioning of an ae Shostak раї, 


Presented by the 
Ukrainian Foundation for College Education (UFCE) 


For tickets call: Alice Chumer, 497-4374 ог Bill Dymianiw, 434-1219 | 
Please make cheque payable to UFCE Trust and mail to: UFCE 
c/o #215, 10050 MacDonald Drive, 
_ Edmonton, Alberta, T5J 2B7 
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В Одесі стурбовані 
майбутнім української мови 


Петро Каландирець 

20 квітня до редакції Одеської обласної газети "Чорноморські 
новини" прийшли лідери багатьох громадських організацій. На спільній 
пресовій конференції вони висловили стурбованість перспективами 
розвитку української мови в Одеській області, зокрема, у державних 
структурах регіону. Серед інших на запитання журналістів відповів 
Голова Одеської обласної організації Спілки письменників України 
Геннадій Щипківський. 

Учасники прес конференції, серед яких є лідери та активісти Ліги 
українських жінок, "Просвіти", Народного Руху України, висловили 
протест проти можливої реалізації в життя проекту Указу Президента 
України "Про захист прав громадян на використання російської та 
мов інших національностей у місцях їхнього компактного мешкання" 
та стурбованість тим фактом, що його не обговорюють за участю 
освітян, письменників, артистів та громадян не байдужих до мовних 
питань. 

Голова Одеської обласної організації Національної Спілки письмен- 
ників України Геннадій Щипківський висловив переконання, що при 
нинішньому принизливому ставленні до державної мови реалізація 
проектів Законів, які стосуються російської мови, стане наслідком 
реального вилучення української мови з усіх сфер життєдіяльності 
на значній території країни. 

Геннадій Щипківський: "Про що можна говорити, якщо в Одеській 
облдержадміністрації не чути жодного українського слова. Навіть 
голова облдержадміністрації Василь Цушко розмовляє мовою сусід- 
ньої держави. Як можна вимагати щоби виконувався Закон "Про 
державну мову", якщо голова адміністрації сам порушує його? Підлеглі 
його роблять так само). 

Голова обласної організації Спілки письменників України пов'язує 
поновлення дискусій навколо мовних питань з наближенням виборів 
2006 року, але переконаний, що 1 цього разу обіцянки щодо перспектив 
статусу російської мови в Україні так 1 залишиться на рівні розмов. 
Він пообіцяв найближчими днями поширити Заяву i розпочати збір 
підписів представників місцевої інтелігенції (викладачів вищих 
навчальних закладів, письменників, художників, артистів, політиків), 
які не є байдужими до становища української мови як єдиної 
державної. 

Геннадій Щипківський висловив підтримку нинішньому міському 
голові Одеси, який днями призначив на посаду начальника управління 
освіти багаторічного активіста товариства "Просвіта" Сергія 
Козицького. Він висловив сподівання, що відтепер в Одесі побільшає 
i україномовних засобів масової інформації. 

Ще один учасник прес конференції - консультант Одеської філії 
Національного інституту стратегічних досліджень при Президенті 
України Михайло Мацюк переконаний, що поширення впливу 
російської мови в Україні сприятиме активізації сепаратизму на Півдні 
та Сході України. 

Михайло Мацюк: "Обговорення мовних питань приносить лише 
шкоду. У нас наче інших питань немає. У нас є Конституція, мовне 
законодавство і влада уповноважена це виконувати. На майдані 
Незалежності, у дні помаранчевої революції, люди відстоювали не 
лише власну людську гідність, але ще 1 національну гідність. Серед 
цих вимог була і така: твердо і послідовно здійснювати політику 
національного відродження, формувати єдину політичну націю як 
грунт на який спирається держава. Цього не слід забувати". 


Park. 
Wemorial, 


“THE CHAPEL ON THE BOULEVARD" 


SERVING THE 
UKRAINIAN 
COMMUNITY 


* reception centre available 


(adjacent to funeral home) - 
« family owned since 1941 * 
З prearranged funeral specialists * 


* wheelchair accessible ? 


426-0050 » 24 HRS. 
9709 - 111 AVENUE 


Visit us at: 


www.parkmemorial.com 


Jerry Smolyk, Owner 


Ділимося сумною вісткою з 
приятелями і знайомими, що у 
четвер, 24-го лютого, по короткій 
і важкій недузі відійшов у вічність 
на 53-ому р. життя Роман Шара- 
бун. Залишив у глибокому смутку 
дружину Елену, три доні, Хрис- 
тину i Лесю Шарабун, Тамару i 
Крис Люкі та маленького онука 
Калим. 

Роман Шарабун народився 13- 
го березня, 1952-го р. в Едмонтоні 
й був найстаршою дитиною у соїх 
батьків, Юрія i Марії Шарабун. 
Іще мав дві молодші сестри, Грину 
i Лесю. Був членом вівтарної дру- 
жини при Катедрі св. Йосафата. 
Початкову освіту, а також серед- 
ню, закінчив у Едмонтоні. У між- 
часі, ходив до Української Рідної 
Школи при церкві св. Юрія Побі- 
доносця. Також закінчив україно- 
знавство ім. Івана Франка. По за- 
кінченню середньої освіти, зразу 
вписався до Альбертійського Уні- 
верситету, і по чотирьох роках 
студій, отримва перший диплом, 
Бакалаврія Хімії. Також отримав 
свідоцтво лаборатійного мікро- 
біолога та став на працю у відділі 


Ukrainian Мему5/Українські вісті, April 27 - May10, 2005, 27 квітня 10 травня, 2005 


+ бл. п. Роман Шарабун 


мікробіології в Університетсь- 
кому Шпиталі в Едмонтоні. По 
двох роках праці у лабораторії 
поступив знову на Університет і 
за два роки студій отримав другий 
диплом Bachelor of Education, та 
став учителювати. Викладав хі- 
мію і математику, Ще в середній 
школі брав курси красномовства, 
і часто школа ангажувала його 
бути господарем (Master of Сег- 
emonies) різних шкільних святку- 


вань. З дитячих літ належав до 
Спілки Української Молоді, та 
відбував сумівські табори, а зго- 
дом виховні табори i сам був ви- 
ховником у СУМІ. Любив приро- 
ду й, у вільний час, займався рибо- 
JIOBCTBOM. 

Похоронні відправи почалися в 
понеділок, 28-го лютого, панахи- 
дою у Катедрі св. Йосафата при 
великій участі присутніх. Співав 
хор Верховина. На другий день, 1- 
го березня, св. Літургію відправи- 
ли протієрей Михайло Планчак, 
та о. Іван Никифорук. Похороне- 
но покійного Романа на новому 
цвинтарі св. Стефана. Нехай ка- 
надська земля буде йому легкою. 

Вічна йому пам'ять! 

Залишилися горем опечалені: 
дружина Елена, три доні, Хрис- 
тина і Леся Шарабун, Тамара і 
Крис Люкі та маленький внук 
Калим, сестри Ірина і Горд, Леся 
і Василь Лісові з дітьми: Павлом, 
Андрійком і Николею, та мама 
Марія Шарабун. 

Замість квітів на могилу покій- 
ного Романа жертвую 100 дол. на 
розвиток Українських Вістей. 

М. Ill. 
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Загальні збори 
едмонтонського Відділу НТШ 


Петро Саварин 

Загальні збори едмонтонського Відділу НТШ 
відбулися 12 квітня в Пластовому домі. Збори від- 
крив, вітаючи всіх присутніх, діючий голова Петро 
Саварин. Після однохвилинної мовчанки у пам'ять 
помершої членкині Віри Кунди, він погратулював 
едмонтонським членам відділу за підвищення їх 
членських ступенів: дійсне членство централя НТШ 
в Торонті мин. р. признала Олегові Ільницькому, 
Андрієві Горняткевичу i Олександрі Рудницькій, a 
членами кореспондентами стали Оленка Білаш, 
Богдан Клід, Мирна Косташ і Андрій Нагачевський. 
Він теж повідомив присутніх, що НТШ Канади 
дістало федеральний чартер, а тепер старається о 
харитативне федеральне число. 

Після цього присутні схвалили порядок і вибрали 
президію зборів: Петра Саварина на голову, а Михай- 
ла Саварина на секретаря. З діючої управи звітувало 
двох, скарбник і голова. Богдан Медвідський, скарб- 
ник, покликаючись на звіт кредитівки за місяць 
лютий, тільки подав, скільки має відділ на свойому 
конті в кредитівці. За те Петро Саварин, голова 
сложив ширший звіт, якого головні точки такі: 

Наш Відділ нараховує тепер 32 члени: 10 дійсних 
членів, 4 членів-кореспондентів i 18 звичайних 
членів, в тому числі 4 члени живуть поза Едмон- 
тоном: Мирослав Гладишевський 1 Александер 
Малицький в Калгарі, Валеріян Ревуцький у 
Ванкувері 1 Франк Сисин в Торонті. 

Ширша історія нашого Відділу поміщена в 3-тому 
Збірнику, а тут я тільки хочу коротенько її прига- 
дати. Її можна поділити на три частини: 1955-1985, 

1985-1995 i 1995-2005. Перший період, найдовший, 
бо 30 літ, і найбільш активний. За ті роки зачитано 
180 доповідей, зібрано понад $140,000.00 на EY. 1961 
р.наш Відділ, щоб почати навчання української мови 
на Альбертському Університеті, з ініціятиви пок. 
М, Хом'яка, зібрав і подарував Університетській 
бібліотеці 500 українських книжок а універ- 
ситетській бібліотеці у Ванкувері 146 українських 
книжок, що спонукало Президента д-ра Собела 
дозволити на курси української мови і запросити на 
викладача Валеріяна Ревуцького. 1964 р, наш відділ 
зібрав і подарував 300 українських книжок універ- 
ситетській бібліотеці в Калгарі, i т.Д. 

Взагалі, члени нашого Відділу НТШ були, можна 
сказати, рушійною силою в ряді акцій чи проектів, 
з яких треба згадати: заведення навчання української 
мови в школах Альберти і на Альбертському Уні- 
erage 
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ському Університеті, започаткування двомовного 
навчання не лише в школах Альберти, але й 
Манітоби, заснування видавництва “Gateway”, 
уфундування Методичного Кабінету Української 
Мови при КТУСІ, заснування КТУСу i КФУЄ, (яка, 
на спілку із КТУСом і НТШ в Сарселі, видала б томів 
AEY 2), започаткування із К У ПІП Шевченківських 
лекцій на Альбертському Університеті, Села СУК, 
Української книгарні у Fort Edmonton, видання Зах. 
Кан. Збірників НТШ і Монографії мистця Юліяна 
Буцманюка, спорудження пам'ятника П. Полетиці 
у столиці БК Вікторії, заснування КУП 1 АТЗУК 
(яке за 24 роки зібрало і роздало на різні добрі цілі 
2 мільони доларів), будова Дому для Старших 
Верховина, проголошення ПМ Трудом багатокуль- 
турности в Канаді, ана кінець - заснування Катедри 
українського фольклору im. Гуцуляків та Катедри 
української етнографії ім. Панства П. 1 Д. Кул. 

З 1985 роком, коли поширив свою діяльність 
КТУС, запрошуючи з доповідями на Університет 
різних доповідачів, наш Відділ на менш-більш 10 
літ припинив свою діяльність як Відділ, але його 
члени - працювали далі, поодиноко, в НТ , в КТУСІ 
чи поза КТУСом, в КУК, в громаді. 

1995 р. в нас виникла думка відновити видавничу 
діяльність Відділу і ми почали поволи організувати 
авторів і замовляти статті. У результаті з часом 
появилися 3-й і 4-й збірники. З продажі цих двох 
збірників ми одержали $5.520.00, за 3-й, 199 по 
$15.00, одержали $2,985.00, а за 4-й, 126 по $20.00, 
$2,520.00. Більшість примірників ми роздали і 
розіслали даром до різних бібліотек, науковців та 
наукових інституцій, самозрозуміло - оплачуючи 
пошту. Осталося ще на складі лише 59 примірників 
3-го збірника і 299 примірників 4-го. 

Вибори нової управи відбулися демократичним 
способом, тобто, як то кажуть, з підлоги. Її вибрано 
в наступному складі: Петро Саварин -- голова, Сергій 
Ціпко - заступник, Михайло Саварин - писар, Іван 
Павло Химка - скарбник. Цілі на майбутнє: 
збільшення членства, інтеграція членства із т.зв. 4— 
ої хвилі і по змозі - 9-й збірник. Зборами керували: 
Петро, Саварин; дотеперішний діючий полова і 
Михайло Саварин, як секретар. Згідно з рішенням 
присутних, Михайло Саварин приготовить 
відповідну резолюцію і повідомить кредитівку, хто 
є новим скарбником, а що він буде 16 квітня в 
Торонті, то й репрезентуватиме едмонтонський 
відділ на загальних зборах Централі НТШ. На тим 
збори закінчено. 
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Canada gives Ukraine priority 
in its foreign policy review 


(UkrNews)—Liberal MP Borys Wrzesnewskyj 
(Etobicoke Centre) and Chair of the Canada-Ukraine 
Parliamentary Friendship Group welcomed the federal 
government’s new “white paper” on foreign policy, un- 
veiled April 19 in Ottawa, not only for it’s vision, but 
for it’s commitment to invest Canadian resources in 
strategic, foreign development assistance in countries 
such as Ukraine. 

The International Policy Statement (IPS) sets out a 
new framework to make Official Development Assis- 
tance (ODA) more effective by targeting Canadian ef- 
forts and resources into key countries and key sectors 
within these countries. Canada currently provides de- 
velopment assistance to 155 countries. Of those coun- 
tries, only 18 receive assistance valued at more than 
$10 million annually and 54 receive less than $1 тії 
lion annually. Under the new IPS, the government of 
Canada will focus bilateral development programming 
on 25 “Development Partners”, according to a press 
release issued by Wrzesnewskyj’s office, April 20. 

Ukraine is the only European country to make the 
list of 25 “Development Partners” and that 15 great news 
according to Wrzesnewskyj: 

“Since my election last year I have been speaking 
about the tremendous opportunity that exists in evolv- 


ing our ‘special relationship’ between Canada and 
Ukraine into a strategic relationship. Our “special rela- 
tionship’ was based on hundreds of thousands of hu- 
man ties between our two countries and the fact that 
the 1.1 million Ukrainian-Canadians can be considered 
one of Canada’s founding peoples. During the Orange 
Revolution our government gave substance to the term 
‘special relationship.’ By including Ukraine on the new 
list of 25 Development Partners our government has 
clearly signalled that this ‘special relationship’ is evolv- 
ing into a strategic one. There is tremendous potential 
for Canada’s and Ukraine’s relationship to develop in 
the areas of commerce, environment, defence and cul- 
ture,” he states in the release. 

The new international plan focuses on five sectors: 
good governance, private-sector development, environ- 
mental sustainability, health, and basic education. 
Canada Corps which was the mechanism by which we 
provided 500 Canadian election observers during the 
Orange Revolution in Ukraine will continue to play a 
key role in developing partnerships between govern- 
ment, civil society and the private sector. 

Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre Pettigrew and MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj at the Ukrainian Canadian Congress Tri- 
ennial Convention on Oct. 1, 2004 in Winnipeg. 


UCC applauds Canada’s commitment 


(UkrNews)—The Ukrainian Canadian Congress has 
congratulated the government of Canada with its In- 
ternational Policy Statement “A Role of Pride and In- 
fluence in the World” announced on April 19. 

“The Minister of Foreign Affairs Minister Pierre 
Pettigrew, National Defence Minister Bill Graham, In- 
ternational Cooperation Minister Aileen Carroll and In- 
ternational Trade Minister Jim Peterson have estab- 
lished a bold vision and an integrated plan designed to 
strengthen Canada’s role in the world. The UCC is 
pleased that Canada has identified Ukraine as one of 
25 countries that will be the focus of at least 66% of 
international development funding provided by the Ca- 
nadian International Development Agency,” stated a 
press release issued by the umbrella organization on 
April 25. 

“The UCC has long advocated Ukraine’s geopoliti- 
cal, strategic, economic, and cultural importance to 
Canada and the world. The democratic and economic 
development of Ukraine not only serves to improve 
the lives of the Ukrainian people but reinforces 
Canada’s foreign interests by contributing to the sta- 
bility of Central and Eastern Europe and provides stable 


markets for Canadian investment and export. Canada 
is home to well over 1.2 million Canadians that draw 
their lineage to Ukraine,” it continued. 

“With the success of the Orange Revolution in en- 
suring a democratically elected President, the people 
of Ukraine rejected the corrupt practices of the past 
and have turned their attention to building a democratic 
Ukraine — a Ukraine that will be а model to other coun- 
tries and a true partner to Canada. We anticipate that 
Canada will advocate for Ukraine to become a mem- 
ber of the WTO, NATO and take its rightful place in 
the world arena. For Canada to maximize its foreign 
development resources it will be necessary for CIDA 
and other Government organizations to work with the 
UCC and members of the Ukrainian Canadian com- 
munity to deliver various programs in Ukraine.” said 
UCC President Irene (Orysia) Sushko. 

“UCC looks forward to working together with the 
Government of Canada to realize these policy objects 
and recognizes the valuable support from all Members 
of Parliament and of the Senate in fostering this spe- 
cial relationship between Canada and Ukraine,” she 
added. 


Chornobyl aid continues 


(CCCF)—Nineteen years after the disaster, Children of Chornobyl Ca- 
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Left to Right: Adrian Boyko, Danylo Puderak, Borys Wrzesnewskyj and 


Slawko Kindrachuk. 


Wrzesnewsky] visits Saskatoon 


By Al Kachkowski 

Boris Wrzesnewskyj, Member of Parliament for the riding of Etobicoke 
Centre and prominent negotiator in arrangements for Canada’s participa- 
tion in monitoring Ukraine’s recent presidential election, visited Saska- 
toon on April 16. 

Upon his arrival, Danylo Puderak, UCC-SB’s executive director, ac- 
companied Wrzesnewskyj on a tour of Ukrainian sites in Saskatoon. 

That evening, UCC Saskatoon Branch hosted a dinner at the Rembrandt’s 
dining room in downtown Saskatoon. Newly elected UCC-SPC president, 
Slawko Kindrachuk, introduced Wrzesnewskyj, who then spoke briefly. 
He described his prominent role in setting up the Canadian Government 
program that sent nearly 500 election observers to Ukraine in addition to 
those sent by National UCC. 

After dinner UCC-SB hosted Wrzesnewskyj at the concert performed 
at the Third Avenue United Church performed by the Dnipro Choir of 
Edmonton. Wrzesnewskyj’s presence was acknowledged by the concert 
emcee. 

Following the concert, activities moved back to the Rembrandt room 
for a reception for Mr. Wrzesnewskyj sponsored by the Ukrainian Cana- 
dian Professional and Business Association of Saskatoon. This time the 
P&B vice-president, Adrian Boyko, introduced our guest. Wrzesnewskyj 
addressed the group, stating his pleasure at visiting Saskatoon for the first 
time. He acknowledged the important role of Ukrainians who settled the 
prairies. 
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Twenty-Person Tours to Ukraine 


ТУРИ В УКРАЇНУ ЧЕРЕЗ ЛЬВІВ ТА КИЇВ 


nadian Fund continues to provide much needed aid and assistance to the 
victims of the Chornoby] nuclear disaster. The latest installment involves 
the shipment of C$384,000 worth of medical equipment to hospitals in 
three regions of Ukraine: Ivankiw, Kyiv and Lviv. This shipment coin- 
cides with the XIX anniversary of the world’s worst nuclear disaster at 
Chornobyl on April 26, 1986. 

Ivankiw, located 35 km from the Chornobyl reactor, is the primary site 
where inhabitants of towns and villages located in the Chornobyl! region 
were relocated following the reactor’s explosion. The consequences of ra- 
diation have become more evident in the last few years, and the Ivankiw 
regional hospital, which services 34,722 inhabitants, does not have all the 
necessary equipment to diagnose and treat some of these conditions. In the 
previous year there were 959 deaths and 236 births, and 129 individuals 
were newly diagnosed with cancers. Diagnostic and medical equipment 
weighing 2,400 kg is being shipped by CCCF to Ivankiw, including neona- 
tal incubators, an ophthalmoscope and otoscope, spirometers, tonometers, 
stethoscopes, blood pressure cuffs, respirator masks, safety glasses, medical 
gowns, syringes, bandages, laboratory supplies, wheelchairs and walkers. 

In Kyiv the Laboratory of Immunology at the Institute of traumatology 
and orthopedics will receive an Olympus diagnostic microscope, which 
will allow them to conduct immunological tests on children and adults to 
diagnose bone illnesses secondary to radiation exposure. 

Eight ‘state-of-the-art’ incubators are being delivered to two neonatal 
hospitals in Lviv to help facilitate the survival of premature infants. 

The Children of Chornobyl Canadian fund was able to purchase medi- 
cal equipment for our various projects through the generosity of our many 
individual donors, including the Kilimanjaro project undertaken by 
Bohdanna Zvonok of Montreal. ; 

In addition the following individuals, organizations, and companies 
donated medical equipment and supplies for shipment to Ukraine: Yalenka 
Society of BC, International H.O.P.E from Winnipeg, Ola Lysyk and vol- 
unteers from Oshawa, Hospital Logistics INC. and Kevin Demerchant. 


DEPARTURES 


JUNE 05 
return 
JUNE 30 


- CITIES 


ADVENTURE IN OLD AND NEW UKRAINE - Kyiv 4: Independence Square, Village 
Pyrohovo, Pecherska Lavra; Shevchenko Museum. Chernivtsi 2; Kamianets-Podilsky); 
Fort Khotyn; Kalinivskij Bazaar. Kolomiya 4: unique village praznyk in Kryvche; Carpathian 
Mountains, Hutsulschyna; Kosiv, Yaremche Bazaar; lvano-Frankivsk, Lviv 3, Vienna 1. 


JULY 
06-21 


SOLD OUT 


JULY 20 
return 
AUG. 04 


A JOURNEY TO REMEMBER - Kyiv 3: including Shevchenko's Memorial in Kaniv; 
Pecherska Lavra. Ternopil 2: Pochaiv Monastery. Chernivtsi 1: Kamianets-Podilsky). 
Kolomyia 1; Carpathian Mountains and villages, Yaremche Bazaar. lvano-Frankivsk 3. 
Lviv 3. UNESCO heritage city. Vienna 1. Tour escort: Andy Koshelanyk 


AUG. 08 
return 
AUG. 23 


RETURN TO THE SOURCE: FOLK ART AND CULTURE - TOUR OF UKRAINE - 
With specialist Orysia Tracz (10th tour) - Kyiv 2, Kaniv 1, Borshchiv and Ternopil 3, 
Kamianets-Podilskyj, lvano-Frankivsk 4, Kolomiya, Carpathian towns and villages 
(Kosiv, Yaremche, others) with visits to local folk artists and special sites. Lviv 4. 
Visits to ancestral villages arranged. Great shopping, food, hospitality and serendipity. 
You don't have to be Ukrainian to come along. 


$3,650.00 


SEPT. 06 
return 
SEPT.21 


ADVENTURE ІМ OLD AND NEW UKRAINE - Lviv 4: UNESCO heritage city; Імапо- 
Frankivsk, Kolomiya 4; Carpathians; Hutsulschyna; Kosiv; Yaremche Bazaar; unique 
village praznyk in Kryvche; Chernivtsi 2; Kamianets-Podilskyj; Fort Khotyn; Kalinivskij 
Bazaar, Kyiv 4: Independence Square; village Pirohovo; Pecherska Lavra; Shevchenko 
Museum. Tour escort: Peter Drozdowech 


e Ano-refundable deposit of $250 is required at time of booking. 

+ Prices for departure from other Canadian and USA cities available. 
* Opportunity to extend your stay to visit family members after the tour can be arranged at no extra cost. 
« All prices are subject to change without notice. » Single supplement is $350.00 per person. 


TOUR PRICES INCLUDE: AIR FARE, ACCOMMODATION, ALL MEALS WITHIN UKRAINE, TRANSPORTATION 


Bus. Tel. (204) 988-5100 


For more information contact: IRENE ZADRAVEC 


REGENT TRAVEL 11-850 Keewatin, Winnipeg, Manitoba R2R 025 
Res. (204) 334-1256 OUT OF TOWN CALL COLLECT. 
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Armenians in Ukraine 
commemorate genocide victims 


(RISU)—The Armenian communities of Kyiv and Lviv on April 24 
commemorated the 90th anniversary of the mass killings of Armenians 
in the Ottoman Empire in 1915 and 1916. Some data indicate that two- 
thirds of Armenians living in western Armenia and the Ottoman Empire 
perished. Ukraine remains one of the countries that still have not recog- 
nized the event as genocide. The Armenian community hopes that the 
Ukrainian parliament will do this soon. 

A memorial service for the Armenian victims was held at the Church 
of the Protection of the Mother of God in Kyiv. An Armenian church 
once stood there in the fourteenth century, but burned later, never to be 
rebuilt. 

The Armenian community of Lviv also joined the Armenians of the 
world in prayer for the souls of innocent victims. It is in Lviv, among 
other cities, that many Armenians found refuge. According to the “Postup” 
(Progress) newspaper, about 500 people came together for a meeting at 
the Taras Shevchenko monument in Lviv. The Armenian consul in west- 
ern Ukraine, the Polish vice-consul in Lviv, the Russian consul general 
in Lviv, as well as representatives of the Orthodox and the Ukrainian 
Greek Catholic churches gathered at the ceremonial meeting. 

“The non-recognition of the Armenian genocide cannot be justified by 
any national interest” and “Turkey’s silence on the Armenian genocide is 
a falsification of history and a misinformation of the international com- 
munity” were some of the slogans on the posters the Armenians carried 
in downtown Lviv. 

“Turkey wants to join Europe. Therefore it should first do as the Ger- 
mans once did, who asked forgiveness of the Jews, and are even paying 
them material compensation now,” said Armenian Mykola Kocharian. 
“We are not talking about material compensation, but we do want moral 
satisfaction.” 

The Armenian tragedy has been recognized as genocide by most coun- 
tries of the world. Meanwhile, Turkey refuses to accept responsibility for 
mass killings of Armenians in Ottoman times. Ukraine, too, failed to rec- 
ognize the events of 1915-1917 as genocide. 

Representatives of the Armenian community in Ukraine say that, even 
though most of the world speaks of 1.5 million victims, the actual num- 
ber of Armenians who died in the Ottoman Empire is 2 million, since the 
annihilation of Armenians lasted much longer than is declared today. 


Yushchenko pledges not to 
diverge from political reform 


(RFE/RL)—President Yushchenko said at the local-government forum 
in Kyiv on April 26 that he will stick to the constitutional reform passed 
by the Verkhovna Rada in December in a package with other bills in order 
to resolve the election deadlock at that time, Interfax reported. 

Yushchenko was commenting on a recent statement by Socialist Party 
leader Oleksandr Moroz, Yushchenko’s coalition partner in the govern- 
ment, who said that it would be inadmissible to cancel the constitutional 
reform. 

“Don’t worry, Oleksandr Oleksandrovych [Moroz],” Yushchenko said. 

“The [relevant bills] have been passed and signed, so if Bill No. 3207- 
1 is not adopted now, Bill No. 4180 will take effect not on Sept. 1 but on 
Jan. 1, 2006.” 

Under the Dec. 8 package of agreements, the power shift in Ukraine — 
from the president toward the prime minister and the parliament — will 
occur on Sept. 1 if the Verkhovna Rada approves a bill on local self-gov- 
ernment (No. 3207) in the second reading prior to that date, or, failing 
such passage, the political reform (Bill No. 4180) will automatically go 
into effect on Jan. 1 2006. 


Yushchenko orders troop withdrawal 
(RFE/RL)—Viktor Yushchenko has signed a decree authorizing the with- 
drawal of Ukrainian peacekeepers from Iraq by the end of 2005, Interfax 
and UNIAN reported, April 18. According to the decree, the Ukrainian 
government will approve within two months a program for long-term co- 
operation with Iraq that will include projects on oil and gas development 
and energy transportation. Last month, Yushchenko told U.S. journalists 
that Ukraine might withdraw its entire military contingent from Iraq by 
mid-October. 


Troops sent to Golan Heights 

(RFE/RL)—The Verkhovna Rada on April 21 approved President Viktor 
Yushchenko’s decision to deploy 200 Ukrainian troops as part of the UN 
peacekeeping force separating Syrian and Israeli troops on the Golan 
Heights, Interfax reported. The decision was backed by 287 lawmakers. 


No plans to prolong BSF stay 
(Interfax-Ukraine)—Ukraine has no plans to extend the term of the Rus- 
sian Black Sea Fleet’s deployment at its Ukrainian base after 2017, the 
country’s Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk told a news conference in 
Dnipropetrovsk on April 15. International agreements give Russia until 
2017 to withdraw its Black Sea Fleet from Ukraine, the minister said. 
“Ukraine has met its obligations related to the deployment of the [Rus- 
sian] Black Sea Fleet [in that country],” Tarasyuk said, accusing Russia of 
failing to honor its commitments. 


Miners killed in Eastern Ukraine 


(Interfax Ukraine)—Five miners were trapped by a rock slide underground 
in an eastern Ukrainian mine. Two were killed, two were rescued, and one 
is still missing. The Ukrainian Emergencies Situations Ministry said the 
accident occurred at the Rossiya coal mine in Donetsk region April 17. 
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Beauty salons trade in aborted babies 


Racketeers pay Ukraine women to sell foetuses to quack clinics for £10,000 


By Tom Parfitt in Kyiv, 
The Observer. London, UK, April 17, 2005 

Aborted foetuses from girls and young women are 
being exported from Ukraine for use in illegal beauty 
treatments costing thousands of pounds, The Observer 
can reveal. 

The foetuses are cryogenically frozen and sold to clin- 
ics offering “youth injections’, claiming to rejuvenate 
skin and cure a raft of diseases. 

It is thought that women in the former Soviet repub- 
lic are being paid £100 a time to persuade them to have 
abortions and allow their foetuses to be used in treat- 


ments. Most of the foetuses are sold in Russia for up to 


£5,000 (£1.00 = C$2.38) each. Some are paid extra to 
have abortions late in their pregnancy. 

Border guards stopped a train entering Russia from 
Ukraine last week and arrested a ‘mule’ carrying 25 fro- 
zen foetuses hidden in two vacuum flasks. The man said 
he had bought them from a medical research centre. 

Ukrainian law allows an aborted human foetus to be 
passed to research institutes if the woman involved con- 
sents and her anonymity is protected. But police say 
staff at state health institutions are selling them to pri- 
vate clinics offering illegal therapy. 

‘It is extremely difficult to detect this because there 
are corrupt agreements between respected doctors and 
academics,’ said one senior officer. 

Beauty salons in Moscow that buy the aborted mate- 
rial to provide “foetal therapy’ are flourishing, despite 
a Russian ban on all commercial treatments using hu- 
man cells other than bone marrow. The salons offer 
injections of stem cells, the undivided cells present in 
embryos that can adapt into any kind of tissue, although 
they are still at the trial stage worldwide. 

Sergei Shorobogatko, a former Kyiv policeman who 
is investigating the trade, said abortion clinics in the 
poor eastern regions of Donetsk and Kharkiv are sell- 
ing foetuses - often untested for viruses such as Aids 
— without permission. 


Abortions performed more than 12 weeks into a preg- 
nancy are restricted in Ukraine. Older foetuses fetch 
extra because their curative powers are thought to be 
greater. 

“When a doctor wants a foetus [to sell], he tells a girl 
there is a medical reason for an abortion later than 12 
weeks,’ said Shorobogatko. ‘A special procedure ex- 
tracts it with the placenta.’ 

The woman would be paid to wait until a late stage 
of her pregnancy, or might never even know she was 
duped, he said. Her aborted foetus would be passed to 
a middle-man or institution, which would cut it into 
separate organs before placing these in storage. The 
material was then sold and taken abroad. 

Beauty courses of injections using blends of foetal 
cells are banned in Ukraine and Russia, but they are 
widely available in salons that charge up to £10,000. 
Wealthy clients are told the treatment can stop the age- 
ing process, or eliminate such debilitating conditions 
as Parkinson’s disease or Alzheimer’s. One fashion- 
able Moscow clinic approached by The Observer prom- 
ised to ‘take 10 years off your face’. 

‘We are talking about a huge, corrupt and dangerous 
trade in quack therapies,’ said Professor Vladimir 
Smirnov, director of the city’s Institute of Experimen- 
tal Cardiology. Outside state institutes, Russian law al- 
lows only extraction and storage of human cells, but 
enforcement is lax. 

Earlier this month the Ministry of Health announced 
that 37 out of 41 clinics offering stem-cell treatments 
in Moscow were acting illegally. Yet most continue to 
operate. “What is unclear is what people are injected 
with,’ said Dr Stephen Minger, of King’s College, Lon- 
don. ‘Are they really stem cells or a mixture of tissues?’ 

Ukrainians, accustomed to tales of illegal 
privatisations and government corruption, are not sur- 
prised. “They used to say we were selling Ukraine,” 
said one reporter. “Now we are selling Ukrainians; 
moreover, in parts.’ 


President lists accomplishments of first 100 days 


(RFE/RL)—President Viktor Yushchenko said at a 
local-government forum in Kyiv on April 26 that his 
government has managed to bring to fruition a major- 
ity of his election promises during its first 100 days, 
which elapse on May 3, Ukrainian media reported. 

Yushchenko said that since his inauguration, free- 
dom of speech and independent media have begun to 
become a reality in Ukraine. 

Second, the president claimed that the state budget 
has been “oriented toward the people,” adding that 70 
percent of the budget is being “consumed by the poor- 
est part of the population.” 


Opposition elects new leader 


(RFE/RL)—A congress of the Labor Ukraine Party 
in Kyiv on April 23 elected 38-year-old lawmaker 
Valeriy Konovalyuk from Donetsk as the party’s new 
chairman, Interfax reported. 

The party’s previous leader, Serhiy Tyhipko, who 
was manager of former Premier Viktor Yanukovych’s 
presidential campaign in 2004, resigned his post at the 
congress. 

The previous week Konovalyuk left the 
parliamentary caucus of the Regions of Ukraine Party 
led by Yanukovych. 

The “Ukrayina moloda” newspaper on April 22 
described Konovalyuk as a “young, vigorous, and 
charismatic” politician who is likely to challenge 
Yanukovych’s current leadership of the opposition 
against the government of President Viktor 
Yushchenko in the 2006 parliamentary-election 
campaign. 


Investigators 


publicize list of witnesses 


(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Interior Ministry on April 
25 published a new list of former and current officials 
who are to be summoned to testify in ongoing criminal 
investigations, ITAR-TASS reported. 

This new practice of making public lists of witnesses 
questioned in criminal probes was reportedly introduced 
by the Interior Ministry a month ago. 

The new list includes, among others, three lawmak- 
ers — Nestor Shufrych, Anatoliy Kukoba, and Valeriy 
Horbatov — as well as former Odesa Mayor Ruslan 
Bodelan and former Mykolayiv Oblast Governor 
Oleksiy Harkusha. 

Shufrych, who is a lawmaker from the opposition 
Social Democratic Party-united caucus, commented 
that such “public invitations to an interrogation” are a 
“farce and clownery,” Interfax reported. 


Third, Yushchenko noted that the first group of Ukrai- 
nian peacekeepers returned from Iraq in March, and 
the others will return before the end of the year. 

He added that the term of military service was cut to 
18 months in the navy and 12 months in the land forces, 
also in accordance with an election pledge. 

Yushchenko also said Ukraine during the first 100 
days of his government has signed accords on 2 billion 
euros’ (US$2.6 billion) worth of investment credits, 
adding that “this is more than during the past five years 
taken together.” 


Charges against Yanukovych likely 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s Interior Minister Yuriy 
Lutsenko said during an internet conference on the 
“Ukrayinska pravda” website on April 14 that criminal 
charges will probably be brought against former Prime 
Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

Lutsenko said: “It looks like we’ve found the main 
vein which was feeding the pro-power candidate’s 
presidential election campaign — the so-called chari- 
table foundations.” 

According to Lutsenko, the charges that are likely to 
be filed against Yanukovych are not connected exclu- 
sively with improper financing of his presidential elec- 
tion campaign. 

Asked about whether charges will be brought against 
President Viktor Yushchenko in the bankruptcy case of 
Ukrayina Bank, Lutsenko said such charges are not 
ruled out “but are within the competence of the 
Prosecutor’s Office.” 

Yushchenko, speaking to reporters in Dnipropetrovsk 
on April 14, said that he is prepared to initiate a case 
on the bank, with which he “had four years of profes- 
sional and honest work.” 


New premier in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—The Supreme Council of the Autono- 
mous Republic of Crimea on April 20 approved 
Anatoliy Matviyenko as the republic’s new prime min- 
ister following the resignation of Serhiy Kunitsyn, 
Ukrainian media reported. 

Kunitsyn was appointed as an adviser to Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko. 

Matviyenko, who was supported by 61 deputies from 
the 100-seat autonomous legislature, is a Verkhovna 
Rada deputy from the Yuliya Tymoshenko Bloc, whose 
leader heads the Ukrainian cabinet. 

«Рт a member of [President Viktor Yushchenko’s] 
team and ГІЇ do everything possible to make Yush- 
chenko’s presidency successful,” Matviyenko pledged 
in the Crimean legislature following his approval. 
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РОКА coordinator speaks in Edmonton 


By Bohdan Klid 

(CIUS)—Those who followed events 
in Ukraine during the Orange Revolu- 
tion observed the critical role played by 
activists associated with PORA (It’s 
Time) in ensuring its success. Vladyslav 
Kaskiv was a coordinator of PORA’s 
2004 civic campaign, which included 
overseeing the founding of the tent city 
in central Kyiv and other direct actions 
following the Nov. 21 vote. On April 14 
he spoke in Edmonton at the University 
of Alberta (in English) and (in Ukrai- 
nian) at the Ukrainian National Federa- 
tion Hall. Both meetings were organized 
by the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies while the community meeting 
was co-sponsored by the Ukrainian Pro- 


PORA coordinator Vladyslav Kaskiv (left) with CIUS 
director Dr. Zenon Kohut. 


fessional and Business Club of 
Edmonton. 

Kaskiv, who was a Ukrainian student leader 
in the early 1990s, began his talk by explaining 
the reasons for PORA’s founding. Although 
Ukraine had become independent in 1991, the 
freedom gained at the time was hijacked, he 
claimed, by the old Communist elite who — 
now cloaked as patriots and democrats — con- 
tinued to rule the country in the authoritarian 
and corrupt ways of the past. National demo- 
cratic forces and former dissidents proved inef- 
fective in opposing the old elites, while student 
leaders of the early 1990s did not enter into the 
political process. Despite this mistake on the part 
of the younger generation, Kaskiv noted that, 
during the Kravchuk-Kuchma years, students 
and other young adults did learn about civil so- 
ciety building, democratic institutions, public 
service, and participated in creating a new 
economy in Ukraine — today the fastest-grow- 
ing in Europe. 

When some of the contents of the 
Melnychenko tapes were made public follow- 
ing the death of the journalist Heorhiy Gongadze 
in 2000, it became clear, Kaskiv said, that 
Ukraine was threatened with the loss of its in- 
dependence. This triggered the activation of 
those involved in the student movement of the 
early 1990s, who subsequently founded the 
committee For Truth! which, according to 
Kaskiv, became a prototype of PORA. 

PORA, which began its activities in early 
2004, was a coalition of groups and individuals 
that came together for the purpose of ensuring 
free and fair elections for president in 2004: elec- 
tions that offered an opportunity for democratic 
change in Ukraine. Taking into account the 
weakness of Ukraine’s independent media and 
the need to strengthen oppositional political 
forces, PORA focused part of its efforts on con- 
ducting informational and educational activities. 
It also began to plan on how to counteract the 
possibility of electoral fraud. Based on its ex- 
perience in the field, initially during the may- 
oral elections in Mukachiv, Zakarpatska oblast, 
in spring 2004, and afterward monitoring by- 
elections to the Verkhovna Rada in the Poltava 
region and Odesa, PORA developed a system 
for counteracting falsifications in the forthcom- 
ing presidential elections. 

Kaskiv noted that the administrative re- 
sources, organizational structure and pool of vol- 
unteer-activists of PORA was to a great extent 
based on the network of non-governmental or- 
ganizations (NGOs) of Ukraine, the most im- 
portant of which were the regional member or- 
ganizations of the Freedom of Choice coalition, 
comprised of more than 350 NGOs. On the eve 
of the presidential campaign, PORA had 73 ter- 
ritorial substructures with tens of thousands of 
participants, becoming thereby the largest, most 
influential and active civic movement of the last 
decade in Ukraine. According to Kaskiv, dur- 
ing the course of the campaign, PORA activists 
distributed more that 70 million copies of printed 
materials, met with over 25 million people, held 
more than 750 demonstrations and public events, 
and created a Website, which became the fifth 
in Ukraine. Kaskiv viewed these accomplish- 
ments as more important than PORA’s spear- 
heading the establishment of the tent city and 
other actions taken in the wake of the rigged 
Nov. 21 vote. 

Asked about the existence of буо PORAs — 
one labeled black and the other yellow — and 

the future of PORA, during the question and an- 
swer periods that followed his presentations, 
Kaskiv explained that PORA was more a move- 
ment than an organization, and that it was com- 
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prised of distinct forces, tendencies, and indi- 
viduals. They did, however, work together 
within PORA for the common goal of ensuring 
free and fair elections in Ukraine. Now that this 
had been achieved, Kaskiv said that there was 
no longer a reason for PORA to continue to ex- 
ist in its current form. That is why he was an 
advocate of PORA’s transformation and was 
heading efforts to found a political party, PORA. 
Kaskiv acknowledged that some leading figures 
or activists in the PORA movement might dis- 
agree with him, but hoped they would use their 
experience and contacts in PORA to form new 
bodies, such as NGOs, to continue their civic 
activities. 

When queried about the need for establish- 
ing yet another political party in Ukraine where 
more than 120 already existed, Kaskiv replied 
that the new party he envisioned would provide 
a vehicle for talented people under 40 to enter 
political life, not so much on the national as on 
the local level. Young people, he explained fur- 
ther, were not able to find a place for themselves 
in the established political parties. Kaskiv also 
cautioned that the Orange Revolution did not 
represent a definitive victory over the old re- 
gime and its policies, but rather provided 
Ukraine with an opportunity to consolidate its 
freedom. A political party composed largely of 
patriotic young people who have acquired ex- 
perience and knowledge in step with the out- 
side world and its practices, Kaskiy believes, 
could make a notable contribution in achieving 
this. 

Kaskiv was also asked about the role of for- 
eign agencies and aid in the Orange Revolution 
and PORA. He emphasized that the Orange 
Revolution “was a Ukrainian product,” and that 
foreign assistance was miniscule in relation to 
Ukrainian resources committed to the Orange 
Revolution. The only source of foreign govern- 
ment funding for PORA came from Canadian 
International Development Agency, said Kaskiv. 
He thanked donors from the Diaspora, and those 
who went to Ukraine as election observers. 

While PORA developed its own methods of 
action and organizational models based on the 
experience and practice of similar movements 
in Central European countries and Serbia, these 
were also based on the experience of previous 
civic activities by the campaign’s leaders. Ulti- 
mately, the key factor in PORA’s success lay in 
the sincere motivation of its participants, com- 
posed of a new generation of Ukrainians under 
the age of 40. 

Kaskiv, who, at the age of 31, now appears 
poised to enter mainstream Ukrainian politics 
at the national level, has already had much civic 
and professional experience, albeit outside of 
traditional political structures. This began in 
19907 when, as a first-year university student, 
he joined the Kyiv tent city protesters and hun- 
ger strikers. From 1990-92, he was a correspon- 
dent for the newspaper Molodyi bukovynets’ 
(Young Bukovynian). In 1992-94, he served as 
deputy director of Tsentralnyi soiuz ukrainskoho 
studentstva (Central Union of Ukrainian Stu- 
dents), the world coordinating body of Ukrai- 
nian student organizations. From 1994-98 he 
was program coordinator at the International 
Renaissance Foundation. He gained further civil 
society building experience from 1999-2004 
while working in the secretariat and as head of 
the governing board of the Freedom of Choice 
coalition of Ukrainian NGOs. From 2002, 
Kaskiv serves as an electoral affairs consultant 
with the Open Society Institute. On April 20 he 

was appointed advisor to President Viktor 
Yushchenko. 


treating immigrants 


By Dale Barbour, The University of 
Manitoba Bulletin, March 31, 2005 

The 8,579 people of Ukrainian and Cen- 
tral European descent interned in Canada 
during the First World War, 1914-1918, 
were caught in the middle of two battles. 
The war between the alliance and central 
powers was the most obvious but it was the 
internal debate between imperialist and na- 
tionalists in Canada that might have been 
the most telling. 

University of Saskatchewan professor 
Bohdan Kordan delivered the 2005 Prof. 
Michael and Dr. Iraida Tarnawecky Distin- 
guished Lecture, entitled Canada’s Enemy 
Aliens During World War One: The Pre- 
dicament of Belonging, on March 31 to over 
150 people in St. Andrew’s College. 

The lecture was hosted by The Centre for 
Ukrainian Canadian Studies and before the 
presentation, centre director Denis Hlynka 
drew the audience’s attention to lists of 
names posted through the lecture hall. 

“We’ve posted the names of the individu- 
als who were interned in the camps,” 
Hlynka said. “There are 85 pages of names 
in all and you’re welcome to look through 
them after the lecture to see if there are any 
names familiar to you.” 

The enemy aliens were detained in 24 
camps across Canada, most of them in 
Alberta and British Columbia, and forced 
to work on public works projects. 

“Much of Canada’s public parks system 
infrastructure was built by the detainees,” 
Kordan said. “When you drive along the 
Bow Valley Parkway in Banff National Park 
you re driving on a highway built with their 
labour.” 

About 800 of the interned people had 
been merchant marines for Germany or the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire, but the vast 
majority were simply civilians living in 
Canada. Of all the combatants in the First 
World War, only Canada went so far as to 
treat civilians as prisoners of war — Ger- 
many and Great Britain also interned civil- 
ian enemy aliens but in those countries the 
civilians had far more freedom and were 
not put to work on public projects. 

So why did Canada choose to intern ci- 
vilians? 

The most obvious reason would be that 
Canada was caught in patriotic war frenzy 
and quickly turned on people from the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire seeing them as 
potential enemies. 

The truth, however, is more complicated. 

“When you see statements from officials 
about why the policy was necessary, what 
is so clear from the archives is that there is 
very little evidence of the patriotic argu- 
ment,” Kordan said. “There isn’t the shrill 
rhetoric about the need to defend the coun- 
try that you would expect.” 

If anything, the official record portrays a 
coolly dispassionate attempt to carry out the 
policy of internment, Kordan said. 

The closest rationale Kordan could find 
in the records was a statement in 1914 from 
a deputy justice minister concluding that 
there was nothing under international law 
to prevent Canada from interning its enemy 
aliens. 

The truth of the matter lies in where the 
new immigrants — who had been part of 
the great 19th century wave of settlers in 
Canada — fit in Canada. 

During the pre-World War One wave of 
immigration when the Wilfred Laurier Lib- 
erals had been in power, the focus had been 
on settling the country. The new immigrants 
had actively recruited to come to Canada. 
The approach to citizenship was national- 
ist — people could become citizens of 
Canada by choosing to be part of the coun- 
try. 

"But at this point Canada was still a do- 
minion of the British Empire. Control of 
internal policy rested with the Canadian 
parliament, while control of external affairs 
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Imperialism and internment 
during World War 1 


Kordan explains how Canada’s leaders justified 
as prisoners of war 


Bohdan Kordan chats with retired Slavic 
studies professor Iraida Tarnawecky. 


rested with Great Britain. When the Con- 
servatives came to power under Robert 
Borden in 1911, they tilted towards the im- 
perialist view of Canada. 

But the imperialist world view compli- 
cated things for immigrants, Kordan said. 
Imperialism was based on the view that 
people were ultimately loyal to the crown, 
or leadership, of the country they were born 
in. So people that came to Canada from the 
Austro-Hungarian Empire were seen as still 
owing their first allegiance to that empire. 

Under the imperial system, immigrants 
to Canada could become naturalized citi- 
zens of Canada but they could not become 
citizens of the British Empire — only 
people born in Canada could be considered 
British Empire citizens, Kordan said. 

As Canada rolled into war in 1914 these 
sort of distinctions became critical — to the 
imperial mind the loyalty of immigrants 
was questionable and under the imperial 
system their position as citizens in the em- 
pire was tenuous. It was by this reasoning 
that the Canadian government was able to 
justify to itself that enemy aliens could be 
considered prisoners of war. 

But it would be events on the ground that 
would lead to Canada putting that sort of 
reasoning into action. 

“The period in 1913-14 was a time of 
economic depression in Canada,” Kordan 
said. “And the enemy aliens came to bear 
the burden of the faltering economy. Man- 
agement and unions felt the enemy aliens 
should be the first to be let go.” 

Often the recent immigrants were left 
looking for work and congregating in the 
cities. Local communities were unable to 
provide support for the enemy aliens so it 
left the federal government wondering what 
its obligations were towards the recent im- 
migrants. While the enemy aliens had been 
invited to come to Canada in a nation build- 
ing effort, after 1914 the priority of Canada 
became the war. As the war scare grew in 
1914 and the imperial ideology gained as- 
cendancy the problem of status and obliga- 
tions towards the enemy aliens resolved it- 
self by terming them prisoners of war and 
interning them. 

“But it was less a result of what was hap- 
pening on the ground than a failed 
conceptualization of belonging,” Kordan 
said. “Ultimately it was a failed policy and 
imperialism as an approach for creating 
identity would also be a failure. It was un- 
sustainable for Canada which would inevi- 
tably come to base its identity on a citizen- 
ship polity.” 

The Tarnawecky Lecture is made pos- 

sible through an endowment fund created 
by Michael Tarnawecky, a former engineer- 
ing professor at the university, and Iraida 
Tarnawecky, a former Slavic studies pro- 
fessor. 
University of Saskatchewan political sci- 
ence professor Bohdan Kordan chats with 
retired Slavic studies professor Iraida 
Tarnawecky before delivering the distin- 
guished lecture named after Dr. Tarnawecky 
and her husband, Professor Michael 
Tarnawecky. 


crisis nearly over 


(RFE/RL)—Prime Minister Yuliya Tymoshenko told journalists in Kyiv 
on April 23 that Ukraine’s fuel crisis is coming to an end, with the over- 
whelming majority of gasoline stations cutting prices to the level set by 
the Economy Ministry and oil traders resuming deliveries of cut-price 
diesel to farmers, Interfax reported. 

Tymoshenko thanked the heads of Ukrainian oil companies who joined 
a government team to fight the crisis, as well as Fuel and Energy Minister 
Ivan Plachkov and Prime Minister of Tatarstan Rustam Minikhanov. 
Tymoshenko added that the Russian oil companies TNK-BP and LUKoil 
also became part of the anti-crisis team. 

According to Interfax, LUKoil Chairman Vagit Alekperov agreed to cut 
retail fuel prices at the company’s gasoline stations in Ukraine following 
a meeting with Tymoshenko in Kyiv on April 22. 


ZAZ reports 63% 
increase in first quarter 


(Ukrainian Journal)—From January through March, Zaporizhia Car 
Building Plant (ZAZ), Ukraine’s biggest car producer, increased output 
by 63.5% over the same period last year, to 34,988 cars. 

Over the three months, ZAZ produced 8,400 Tavria and Slavutas, 4,020 
Sens’, 1,401 Lanos, 8,463 VAZ and 327 Opel cars, and 12,377 other cars, 
the company reported, according to Interfax-Ukraine. 

According to the company, in March ZAZ increased production 70.4% in 
comparison with March 2004 to 14,045, producing 3,545 Tavrias and Slavutas, 
1,485 Sens, 500 Lanos, 3,594 VAZ, 134 Opels and 4,787 other cars. 

As reported earlier, in 2004, ZAZ increased production of cars by over 
81% in comparison with 2003, to 126,000. This year it plans to increase 
production by at least 15%. 

The company’s share in the Ukrainian market for new cars in 2004 was 
52% (211,000 passengers cars were sold in Ukraine), while its share in 
the total production of cars in Ukraine is 69%. 


Ukraine may cancel deal 
with TNK-BP over Brody- 
to-Odesa shipments 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine has a reason to cancel a contract with 
TNK-BP, Russian oil company, over crude shipments via Brody-to-Odesa 
oil pipeline, Economy Minister Serhiy Teriokhin said, April 24. 

“TLet’s take the decision [to cancel the contract]. We have all the reasons 
to do that,” Teriokhin told reporters. “TNK-BP has not even nearly ful- 
filled its obligations over the oil shipments,” he said. 

TNK-BP last year promised to supply at least 9 million metric tons of 
oil annually via Brody-to-Odesa in order to persuade the government to 
reverse the oil pipeline, which had been originally aimed at moving Caspian 
Sea crude via Odesa-to-Brody to markets in Europe. 

However, TNK-BP appeared to be trailing behind the shipment sched- 
ule with only 816,000 tons of oil shipped in the first quarter, down from at 
least 2.2 million tons that had been supposed to, according to figures from 
the Energy and Fuel Ministry. 

Teriokhin’s comments is the first time that a government official cites 
TNK-BP’s failure to move the pledged supply volumes via Brody-to-Odesa 
as the likely reason for canceling the contract. 

Ukraine is currently seeking ways to start Caspian Sea crude supplies 
via Odesa-to-Brody and the comments indicate the government had been 
already looking at arguments for canceling the TNK-BP contract. 

Meanwhile, Teriokhin said that the actual decision to stop the Russian 
oil supplies will be a political decision and must be approved by President 
Viktor Yushchenko and Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko in talks with 
their Russian counterparts. 

“This is to be decided on the highest level,” Teriokhin said. In May, 
government teams from Ukraine, the U.S., Poland and Kazakhstan will 
meet in Kyiv to discuss the future of Caspian oil shipments via Odesa- 
Brody. 

The pipeline, completed in 2001, is capable of moving up to 12 million 
metric tons annually, but must ship at least 5 million tons to make profits, 
officials have said. 


Briefly | || 


Gates joins investment council 

(Interfax)—Microsoft CEO Bill Gates has been granted accession to the 
Ukrainian consultative council on investments based on a decree signed 
by Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko, April 15. Yushchenko’s de- 
cree, posted on the Ukrainian parliament’s website, reads that the number 
of representatives of the authorities in the council is to be increased from 
5 to 10 and the number of investors’ representatives will be lowered from 
28 to 13. The council is now allowed to have sessions more than once a 
year. 


Mega mall to debut in Ukraine 


(The Moscow Time)—Swedish furniture giant IKEA announced on April 
21 that it would invest more than $300 million into construction of its first 
project in Ukraine. The 170,000-square-meter Mega Mall will be located 
on 49 hectares on Boryspil Road in Kyiv and will feature an IKEA store, 
a Ramstore supermarket and an OBI do-it-yourself store. It will be five 
times the size of Ukraine’s largest existing shopping centre. 
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Tymoshenko says fuel | Pentagon hopes to work with 
Ukrainian missile industry 


By Eric A. Miller 

(Jamestown Foundation)—In the wake of Ukrainian 
President Viktor Yushchenko’s state visit to Washing- 
ton April 4-6, U.S.-Ukrainian military cooperation 
could make significant progress in missile defense co- 
operation. The presidential joint statement agreed “to 
work together on missile defense, including beginning 
negotiations on a framework to facilitate such coop- 
eration and closer industry-to-industry collaboration.” 

Missile defense may appear tangential to U.S.-Ukrai- 
nian military cooperation, but high-level advocacy ex- 
ists on both sides. This is not surprising, because sig- 
nificant commercial, military, and political interests are 
at stake for both sides in the missile business. The 
United States hopes to glean useful ballistic missile 
technology and hardware and tie Ukraine to Western 
export control norms. Ukraine is looking to boost a key 
industry and improve its prospects for joining NATO. 

Missile defense cooperation has been rising steadily 
over the past year. The Ukrainian parliament ratified a 
“General Security of Defense Information Agreement” 
with the United States in June 2004. This agreement 
established guidelines for handling and protecting clas- 
sified material — an important preliminary step for 
increasing cooperation and information flows. Ukraine 
is the only CIS member to have concluded such an 
agreement with the United States. According to U.S. 
government sources, that same month, Department of 
Defense officials visited Ukraine and met with repre- 
sentatives from the National Space Agency of Ukraine, 
the National Security and Defense Council, and 
Yuzhnoye, Ukraine’s missile design bureau. 

Pentagon officials also stated that, in February 2005, 
senior executives from Yuzhnoye met with the Depart- 
ment of Defense to describe possible cooperative op- 
portunities. Then in March, senior Pentagon officials 
consulted with their Ukrainian counterparts in Kyiv to 
prepare for the April state visit and to discuss missile 
defense cooperation. In addition, according to one of- 
ficial in the U.S. Missile Defense Agency, the Agency 
plans to conduct a U.S.-Ukraine missile-defense work- 
shop with Ukrainian experts in June to explore opera- 
tional concepts in missile defense. 

These cooperative efforts seek to capitalize on 
Ukraine’s long-standing missile expertise and its newer 
sea-launch capabilities. Yuzhnoye has historically been 
the primary producer of Moscow’s strategic missiles 
and the major supplier of space-launch vehicles, such 
as the Cyclone and Zenit systems. While this industry 
lagged after the Soviet collapse, Ukraine’s military and 
space-launch industries remain a high priority for the 
country. One Ukrainian official noted that since 2002 
more than 70 launches of Ukrainian-produced space 
launch vehicles have placed more than 150 satellites 
from nine countries in orbit. 

More recently, international joint ventures, such as 
Yuzhnoye’s participation in the Sea Launch Project us- 
ing the Zenit 3SL space launch vehicle, have also 
proven profitable. One U.S. industry representative 
close to the program stated that since the initial release 
of the Sea Launch platform in 1999, the platform has 
successfully launched 15 large commercial payloads. 


Such activities provide a commercially viable outlet 
for what was once a highly militarized industry. 

Most importantly for the United States, many 
proliferators and emerging missile states today base 
their missile programs on Soviet-era designs. Yuzhnoye 
and Yuzmash (Ukraine’s missile manufacturing plant) 
could provide unique insight into these missile threats. 
From the Pentagon’s perspective, this expertise is at- 
tractive for testing its ballistic missile defense system. 

As the Defense Department focuses on more realis- 
tic and strenuous testing of its ballistic missile defense 
system in the future, Ukraine would be a good partner. 
In the past, Pentagon officials revealed that Ukrainian 
specialists have proposed the use of the Cyclone-3 
rocket for testing the ballistic missile defense system. 
The three-stage liquid-fuel launch vehicle resembles 
North Korean intercontinental ballistic missiles, which 
provides opportunities to test against targets more rep- 
resentative of real world threats. Moreover, Ukrainian 
expertise could be leveraged as NATO moves forward 
on potential development and testing of a theater bal- 
listic missile system. Such cooperation could also pro- 
vide a tangible boost to President Viktor Yushchenko’s 
NATO’s aspirations. 

Expanding U.S. involvement in the Ukrainian de- 
fense sector also could curb long-standing prolifera- 
tion concerns over Ukrainian military exports. More 
specifically, Ukraine’s missile technology and robust 
industry is attractive to proliferators and emerging mis- 
sile states — a concern not without precedent. The al- 
leged sale of the Kolchuga radar system to Iraq added 
to the unsavory character of the Leonid Kuchma re- 
gime. More recent revelations that Ukraine sold 18 
unarmed nuclear-capable X-55 cruise missiles to Iran 
and China in 2001 are equally alarming. Tying the 
Ukrainian defense sector more closely to the Euro-At- 
lJantic community could increasingly influence this in- 
dustry to embrace Western norms of export control and 
mitigate proliferation issues. 

In this regard, Yushchenko’s attitude is encouraging. 
On March 28 he stated that Ukrspetsexport (Ukraine’s 
state-owned arms trading company) “must operate 
transparently with clean hands and within the law. We 
do not need...deals that would later spark scandals, 
because of [these] scandals we are losing customers”. 

But even Yushchenko has pointed out that Ukraine 
will remain a key player in the arms business. Ukraine 
“should not be satisfied that it earns some $500 mil- 
lion in weapons exports” to about a dozen countries. “T 
expect a new, aggressive business approach...that 
would focus more on manufacturing of weapons, in- 
stead of simple trade and overhauling [of Soviet-de- 
signed surplus arms].” Thus, even in the post-Kuchma 
era, Ukraine’s missile industry could emerge as a con- 
cern. However, by increasing defense cooperation, the 
United States could provide Ukrainian industry with 
brighter prospects and a real reason not to be tempted 
to tread along the proliferation path. 


Ukraine may build refinery 
near Poland for Caspian crude 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine may build an oil re- 
finery near the border with Poland to refine Caspian 
Sea crude into high quality gasoline that could be later 
exported to Europe, Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko 
says. 

The construction of the refinery is one of two op- 
tions considered by the government in order to encour- 
age major world oil companies to move their Caspian 
crude via the Odesa-Brody oil pipeline. 

The other option, which is more likely, is extending 
a pipeline from Brody to the Polish city of Plock, which 
is already hooked up with a huge refinery and an oil 
terminal in Gdansk. 

“There are two options,’ Tymoshenko said in an in- 
terview with Dzerkalo Tyzhnia published April 16. “Ei- 
ther building [a pipeline link] to Poland, or to refine 
[Caspian crude] domestically.” 

Odesa-Brody, built in 2001, is capable of moving 12 
million metric tons of crude annually, but needs to move 
at least 5 million tons in order to make profits. 

“Let us work a little bit more, and at last see [avail- 
able] resources of Caspian oil, then we’ll be able to 


make the decision,” Tymoshenko said. 

Ukraine has so far been pushing hard for building 
the link to Poland in a project that could make Ukraine 
an integral part of the energy supply route from the 
Caspian Sea to the European Union. 

President Viktor Yushchenko, a key advocate of the 
Caspian oil project, last week told his Polish counter- 
part Alexander Kwasniewski there is sufficient supply 
of Caspian oil to make Odesa-Brody-Plock-Gdansk 
route a reality. 

Yushchenko delivered the message to Kwasniewski 
days after meeting U.S. President George W. Bush, who 
is also actively backing the idea of moving the Caspian 
supplies via Odesa-Brody. 

In May, the Ukrainian government is hosting a broad 
meeting in Kyiv involving government officials and 
business interests from the U.S., Poland and Kazakhstan 
to discuss the future of Odesa-Brody. 

ChevronTexaco and ExxonMobil, the two largest 
U.S. oil companies, are major producers of Caspian 
crude from Tengiz, one of the world’s largest oil fields 
in Kazakhstan. 
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Government prevails іп legal battle | ХВО head says hryvnias 
with steel company purchasers 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The government has prevailed 
in a legal battle with the country’s two richest busi- 
nessmen, Viktor Pinchuk and Rinat Akhmetov, insist- 
ing the two have last year purchased Kryvorizhstal, the 
country’s largest steelmaker, at a fixed tender. 

А пийпе by the Kyiv Economy Court, released April 
22, found the June 2004 privatization to be illegal and 
said it must be cancelled. 

The court also urged the government to return, to a 
consortium led by Pinchuk and Akhmetov, the 4.26 bil- 
lion hryvnias they had spent to purchase 93% stake in 
Kryvorizhstal. 

The ruling is a milestone in the government’s battle 
to regain control over Kryvorizhstal, which it believes 
has been sold off by the previous government at a frac- 
tion of its real price. Pinchuk is the son-in-law of former 
President Leonid Kuchma, while Akhmetov is an ally 
of former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych. 

The ruling may be appealed within the next 10 days, 
and lawyers defending interests of Pinchuk and 
Akhmetov said they would probably do so. 

Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko on April 23 wel- 
comed the ruling and said that Kryvorizhstal may already 


be “practically” be considered as the state company. 
The government argued that Pinchuk and Akhmetov 
used their connections to purchase the steelmaker after 
the Kuchma-Yanukovych government had rejected 
higher bids from foreign investors. The government 
plans to re-sell the steelmaker again this year and could 
raise up to $3 billion from the deal, analysts said. 
The government launched the case after Viktor 
Yushchenko, then opposition leader, had defeated 
Yanukovych at presidential election last year, replac- 
ing Kuchma, who has stepped down after 10-year rule. 
Pinchuk denied making any controversial transac- 
tions, said the Kryvorizhstal privatization was fair. 
The developments come amid reports that Akhmetov 
has fled the country to Spain and had been running his 
$2.4 billion business empire in Ukraine via telephone 
due to fears of being prosecuted by law enforcement. 
Pinchuk, who as a lawmaker enjoys immunity, is still 
in Ukraine, but there were reports he had been trying 
to sell Interpipe holding, which incorporates most of 
his assets, for $1 billion to Russian businessmen. Forbes 
estimated Pinchuk’s fortune at $1.3 billion in a snap- 
shot on Feb. 14. 


Government fraud investigation 
targets national oil and gas company 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The Ukrainian government 
launched an inquiry into natural gas exports by 
Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national oil and gas company, 
over the past two years, apparently suspecting fraud, 
Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko says. 

The inquiry is part of a bigger effort to streamline 
operation of Naftogaz, Ukraine’s biggest company by 
revenue, after a management reshuffle earlier this year. 

Oleksiy Ivchenko replaced Yuriy Boyko as the head 
of Naftogaz after the appointment of a new govern- 
ment in February. 

The government approved a new financial plan for 
the company forecasting the company’s would chan- 
nel 8.73 billion hryvnias (US$1.73 billion) to the state 
budget in 2005, up from 4.1 billion hryvnias in 2004. 

During the previous years “huge money has been end- 
ing up in certain pockets,” Tymoshenko said after the 
government meeting April 24. “This is only the first 
step. We haven’t looked seriously yet into natural gas 
exports,” Tymoshenko said. She said the inquiry will 
be completed next month. 

Naftogaz has been exporting up to 6 billion cubic 
meters of gas annually in 2003 and 2004, a dramatic 


increase from about 600 million cu m exported in 2002, 
which had positioned the company as a major gas mar- 
ket player in Europe. 

Naftogaz had been importing gas from Turkmenistan 
and re-selling some of it to Germany, Romania and 
other countries, making significant hard currency earn- 
ings, analysts said. 

Naftogaz has been using its robust gas exports over 
the past several years to secure major loans from west- 
em banks. Last month Naftogaz signed an agreement 
with Deutsche Bank seeking to borrow some 2 billion 
euros for seven years. The first tranche of this loan, 
worth $300 million, will shortly be disbursed to 
Naftogaz, according to a separate agreement signed last 
week, company officials said. 

Meanwhile, Naftogaz exports fell again this year, af- 
ter a brief price dispute with Turkmenistan and amid 
fears that Naftogaz did not have enough gas for do- 
mestic consumption, officials said. 

Ukraine exported about 1.23 billion cu m of gas to 
Europe in January-March, down from 2.2 billion cu m 
exported in January-March 2004, due to lower gas 
stocks in Ukraine, the Energy and Fuel Ministry said. 


Kroes Energy announces capital program 


(UkrNews)—Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. on 
April 19 announced that at a recent meeting of the Di- 
rectors of its 45%-owned Kashtan Petroleum Ltd. joint 
venture in Ukraine, an aggressive work program was 
approved for 2005 at an estimated cost of C$3.2 mil- 
lion. 

The recent success of well No. 305 in establishing 
“attic” oil reserves in the K1 zone has prompted the 
planning of four follow up wells, of which two are ex- 
pected to be completed in 2005 and two will be drill- 
ing at year end. In addition to the drilling program, new 
flow lines, measuring devices and other field improve- 
ments will be completed. 

Fred Callaway, President of Kroes, said: “The $3.2 
million program is quite ambitious, and it will be en- 
tirely funded from cash flow from the Kashtan joint 
venture.” 

The rig from the No. 305 wellsite is now being moved 
some 60 metres and will be rigged up to begin drilling 
well No. 301. This new well will be deviated to a bot- 
tom hole location 400 metres to the north where both 


the P1-P2 and the deeper K1 zones will be penetrated. 
Kashtan is studying the possibility of then kicking off 
from the No. 301 wellbore and drilling a 250-metre 
horizontal leg into the main P1-P2 producing sands. 
Should this be successful, the well would have pro- 
duction from the K1 zone as well as significantly en- 
hanced production from the P1-P2. 

Following the rig move, No. 305 will be serviced by 
a workover rig and placed on production at an expected 
initial rate of 190 barrels per day. After stabilization of 
production from the K1 zone, it is expected that the 
P1-P2 zone will be perforated, tested and put on pro- 
duction. The No. 302 well encountered four metres of 
lower quality pay in the P1-P2 zone, but is presently 
being completed and is expected to produce about 20 
barrels per day. 

Kashtan Petroleum Ltd. declared a dividend to the 
joint venture partners and Kroes’ 45% share is 
$175,000. After deducting the 5% withholding tax in 
Ukraine, Kroes will receive $166,000 for transfer to 
its Calgary account. 


Turkey turns down request to let oil tankers through strait 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Turkey turned down Ukraine’s 
request to let oil tankers come through the Bosporus 
Strait into the Black Sea, dashing hopes for quick di- 
versification of the country’s oil imports, Economy 
Minister Serhiy Teriokhin said on April 21. 

Ukzaine has been persistently seeking to diversify 
its oil imports to cut heavy dependence on Russia, with 
senior officials recently traveling to Iraq and Libya, 
the two possible oil suppliers. 

The only way for these imports to come to Ukraine 
is through the Turkey-controlled Bosporus, but Turkey 
fears that too much tanker traffic could damage the en- 
vironment in the region. 


“We failed to come to agreement with Turkey over 
transit of oil tankers through Bosporus,” Teriokhin said 
in a statement. 

Petro Poroshenko, the secretary of the National Se- 
curity and Defense Council, a body that advises Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko on security issues, traveled to 
Iraq last month seeking to start the oil imports. 

Analysts said Ukraine could get Iraqi crude by oil 
tankers either from an Iraqi Gulf oil terminal in Basra 
or from a Turkish oil terminal in Ceyhan on the Medi- 
terranean Sea. Either way, oil tankers would have to 
sail through the Bosporus Strait to deliver the crude to 
the Ukrainian oil terminal near Odesa, analysts said. 


revaluation benefits 


Ukrainians 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian National Bank head Volodymyr Stelmakh told 
journalists on April 27 that the April 21 strengthening of the national cur- 
гепсу, the hryvnia, against the U.S. dollar has benefited the poorest seg- 
ments of Ukrainian society, Interfax reported. 

“The poor people gained from the hryvnia strengthening, since they do 
not have dollars, nor do they suffer from psychological dilemmas [con- 
nected with the hryvnia reevaluation]; second, they have preserved the 
purchasing power of their pensions, stipends, and the like,” Stelmakh said. 

He also commented on benefits of the hryvnia’s new exchange rate for 
richer Ukrainians. 

“Ukrainians have not lost anything,” Stelmakh asserted. 

“Simply, they will now have to pay 505 hryvnias for US$100, not 530 
hryvnias [as before]. Their trips to Europe will be less expensive. Where 
do you use the U.S. dollar on the domestic market?” 

On 21 April, the Ukrainian National Bank set the hryvnia’s exchange 
rate against the U.S. dollar at 5.05 hryvnias, compared with 5.25 hryvnias 


a day earlier. 


President of the Association of Ukrainian Banks Oleksandr Suhonyako 
said on April 25 that depositors of Ukrainian banks who saved their money 
in U.S. dollars lost 1.2 billion hryvnias as a result of this revaluation. 
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БУДЬМО в КОНТАКТІ! 


Former Ukrainian WBO heavyweight champion Vladimir Klitschko (L) 
delivers a punch to exiled Cuban Eliseo Castillo. REUTERS/Alex Grimm 


Convincing win for Klitschko 


(Sporting Life/HBO)—Wladimir Klitschko restored his reputation as 
‘Doctor Ironfist’ with an uncontested fourth-round stoppage of Cuba’s 
Eliseo Castillo on April 23. 

The former WBO heavyweight champion floored his opponent with 20 
seconds of the round remaining with a crushing right hand, delighting the 
10,000 German crowd as Castillo failed to beat the 10 count. 

Klitschko stamped his authority on the bout early, using his sharp left 
jab to hold Castillo at bay. 

The outclassed Cuban failed to get off any significant shots, while suf- 
fering two big rights from Klitschko in the second round. 

In fact, rounds one through three were almost carbon copies of each 
other. Castillo was on the defensive and moving away, while Klitschko 
controlled the fight with his jab. Eliseo was unable to land any effective 
punches because the distance was effectively controlled by Wladimir’s 
jab. These rounds were mostly uneventful with Klitschko doing enough 
to win the rounds with his left hand. 

Klitschko landed a big right hand through Castillo’s defense in round 
four that temporarily paralyzed him and then sent him to the canvas. 
Referee Daniel Van de Wiele stopped the bout at 2:51 into the fourthth 
round and Wladimir was the winner via TKO. 

The win is a major confidence booster for the tall Ukrainian, whose 
career was on the downside after two crucial knockout losses to Corrie 
Sanders and Lamon Brewster in the last two years. 

Klitschko now hopes to get another shot at the world title. 

He said: “I hope to fight for the world title again. Things are looking 
pretty good in the IBF, where Chris Byrd holds the belt. І am confident of 
getting a chance in the next two fights.” 


Dynamo Kyiv may withdraw 
from Ukrainian championship 


(Interfax)—Dynamo Kyiv soccer club might withdraw from the Ukrai- 
nian soccer championship if its financing is not improved, Dynamo Kyiv 
head coach Jozsef Szabo said in an interview with the Ukrainian version 
of Sport-Express newspaper, April 16. 

Judicial proceedings involving Dynamo Kyiv started over two months 
ago. In particular, the claimants questioned the club’s acquisition by its 
current owners, including the club’s president, Thor Surkis, several years 
ago. The court has frozen the club’s assets. Earlier, law enforcement agen- 
cies questioned Surkis for four hours about the recent transfer of $1.1 
million from the club’s bank accounts to those of a foundation headed by 
ex-Ukrainian president Leonid Kuchma. 

“Tn light of the latest developments surrounding the club, we can’t be 
sure about our survival, and if the pressure is further put on the club, we 
might withdraw from the competitions,” Szabo said. 

“There are people who don’t care what club they kill,” he said. 

“Vorskla can hardly make both ends meet without financing, and Borisfen 
is also on the brink of survival,” Szabo said referring to other soccer clubs 
experiencing similar problems. “Let’s hope Dynamo doesn’t join the two,” 
he said. 
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Members of the Classic (women over 35) Team Ukraine. 


Ukraine first team to win back-to- 


back Mini World Cup Championships 


(UkrNews)—Team Ukraine made history by becom- 
ing the first country to win back-to back champion- 
ships in the Men’s Division of the Edmonton and Dis- 
trict Soccer Associations Mini World Cup, April 3. 

Ukraine edged Wales in a nail-biting final that went 
into a shootout. 

Ukraine trailed 2-0 at halftime tied it up only to fall 
back once again before sending the game into the 
shootout in the final seconds. 

“Last year we kind of snuck into the tournament. This 
year we were the ones everyone was gunning for,” said 
Randy Kozak co-coach of Team Ukraine. 

His fellow co-coach Bill Myskiw attributed the 
team’s success to its discipline — a critical factor in 
indoor soccer. 

“For those who know the game, it relies almost to- 
tally on dedication to good defence,” he said. 

Opening in Group N, Ukraine completely shut out is 
opposition, humiliating South Korea 12-0 March 22, 
trouncing Netherlands 4-0 March 24 and dumping 
Greece by the same score March 26. 

In the opening round of the playoffs, Ukraine edged 
Scotland 3-3 March 31, topped El Salvador 5-3 in the 
quarterfinals 5-3 then doubled Bosnia Hercegovina 4- 
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2 in the semi-finals. 

Thee of team Ukraine’s players made the All-Star 
team — goalkeeper John Hawreliak, midfielder Jarin 
Myskiw and forward Mark Korthuis. 

In the classics division (women over 35) Ukraine fin- 
ished fourth losing the bronze medal match 3-2 to Neth- 
erlands April 4. 

In group play they blanked Portugal 5-0 March 23, 
drubbed Germany with the same score March 26, tied 
Scotland 2-2 March 28 and edged Netherlands 3-2 
March 30. 

They lost 4-1 to Canada in the semi-final, April 3. 

“We’re going to go for gold next year,” promised 
team manager Adele Dickson. 

Team member Terri Spinney was picked for the All- 
Stars. 

The younger women’s team, meanwhile, made it to 
the quarterfinals, but fell 8-1 to Scotland March 31. 

In group play Ukraine slaughtered Barbados 17-0 
March 22, clobbered India 7-0 March 24, but fell 7-2 
to Canada March 28. 


Saiko offered English Premier League scholarship 


(UkrNews)—An Edmonton Ukrainian Canadian has 
been offered a scholarship for the academy program of 
the English Premier League Middlesbrough team. 

"І want to do it, but there’s a bit of nerves,” Saiko 
told Scott Zerr of the Edmonton Sun. “It’s going to be 
hard to leave all my family and go to another place that 
І don’t really know about. But it would be good to play 
with all the better players. 

“There’s not much opportunity here with no pro 
league and with all the better players overseas, it’s kind 
of my only option.” 

The scholarships are for two years plus an option 
year and when the players hit 18, they are either signed 
by the senior side or released. 

The 15-year-old midfielder first garnered the atten- 


tion of the Middlesbrough staff when his Edmonton 
squad went to England last summer under the guid- 
ance of Len Vickery, the University of Alberta Golden 
Bears coach. 

Shaun is the son of Sam Saiko, who has always or- 
ganized the Ukraine Master (Men over 35) team in the 
Edmonton and District Soccer Association’s Mini 
World Cup. That is why he had no time to organize it 
this year, says Adele Dickson, manager of the Classic’s 
(women over 35) team. 

Shaun’s mother’s name is Anita and she played for 
the Netherlands MWC Team. 

Both Sam and Anita have played soccer their entire 
lives and dedicated their lives to supporting Shaun in 
his soccer, added Dickson. 


Make Toronto Your Ukrainian 
Summer Holiday Destination 


August 26, 27, & 28, 2005 9th Annual Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival on Bloor Street West between Runnymede and Jane Streets; 
The Right Honourable John Turner will lead the parade and everyone who was an observer in Ukraine in December 2004 is invited to join in ! 
Bloor West Village Ukrainian Festival Public information at 416-410-9965 or <www.ukrainianfestival.org>. 


NEW September 2, 3, 4, & 5, 2005 UKRAINIAN ZABAVA at Harbourfront Centre, Toronto's premier tourist destination. 
Enjoy the best in contemporary arts including film and visual art. Share in the celebration of Zabava - a delicious blend of festival, party and amazing performances. 
Ukrainian Zabava at Harbourfront Centre (235 Queens Quay West, Toronto) Public information at 416-973-4000 ог www.harbourfrontcentre.com 


Both events will showcase the best of Ukrainian culture from Canada, USA and Ukraine. 
Join over half a million people who will Cafch the Ukrainian Spirit at these two events. 


Festival Host Hotel 
www, vahalla-inn.com 


@ Harbourfront centre 


@) verrouision 


